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but upon me the Honour of 


| tranſmitting to Poſterity, in a 
Funeral Sermon, and Character, 
e fo. venerable a Name as that of 


* A 


Jour. 0 Husband, this whole Perfor- 
mance, ſuch as it is, properly belongs to 
Jou. Sorry 1 am there s Occaſion to make 
you a preſent of this Nature, which, if it 
had pleaſed G0 p, to hear our Prayers for 


the.. ee of ſo valuable a Life as 


binſon's, Would have brew. deferred 


* PLE 1 — _ 


rr x) TN 

x \ "7 15 nen is 4 _ pratiice, 
950 ect of 22 3 1 1725 

1 Die à great Hxampie 5 

iligence in bis. MasTER's Mork. One 

len G0 d #iſo honoured and di iſtinguiſhed 

A 2 with 


3 55 excite. n 3 SY others to more 
Wixchfuln in every Part of. our Duty, 
aohen our De he. Wark and Time 
wy on Earth are ended, we may be pre- 
pared to give up our Accounts with a like 
þ y. So that I am in no Pain as to the 
ropriety of the Argument, were but the 
Management equal to it. And I hope ſome 
Things have been offered that —4 14 
particular Uſe to you in your ah _ 

| ed State. Diſcourſes of this Nature; at 
tended with zahle 5 cripture E vidence, 
may be adapted to do more real Service, and 
Fo 7mpreſs a truer Convittion, than elalo- 
rate, and particular Deſcriptions of the 
unexperienc'd and unrevealed Glories and 
Entertainments of an inviſible World, in 
ö which Fancy often ſupplies the Want of Vi- 
B ſion. Some find it difficult to expreſs, what 


it is cee for Fen. ee Fo em. 
Cerve. LEG | 


* 


by r ras the Hey ROT on "the 
\ like Occaſions, to make ſome A dditions, 
where I thought it moſt proper. And other 
Things I have expreſsd m feuer ords, 
than for Want of Time, I was prep; tred to 
40, in the Delivery of the Serm mon.” The 
\'CHARACTER' is much enlarg d. Whith 
4 wah, other unavoidable Inches). | 


„ 
A k * , 3 * ba : _— 63 1 * 7 4 
f W- » © 4 q 55 2 I'S > * * & & % * * . * A | 
* . ? „ 2 
” g 55 be 
IJ 9 "TL : 


18 5 2 
8 * , bl SY 
ERS 5 "IP 
0 0 


n * 5 { LS Fi 
4 fe r 
1 F 
eee 


A Prefatory Dzv1caT1ON. * 
"6 Me! {oo 5 of 1. 208, 4 ce 


% 

"Ws. 
9 

{© « < * * | © - 


WP 4 * what 1 1 . in 


may anſwer the Deſign ; if I have the 5 


tisfaction of your favourable Acceptance; if 
any thereby are awaken d from a State of car- . 


nal Security, to mind their great and neceſſa- 
n Work betimes, or excited by a holy Emula- 


ion, to imitate ſo lovely a Pee as is 


here propoſed to them; if any Glory there. 
by 6, ds to God, or Ge to Souls, I 
Jhall bleſs God on that Account, and think 
* Time and Pains well laid out. 


7TOU'LL ** me, Manat on this 
Occafon, to own my Obligations to the Re- 
verend Mr. HaRmonD Hoop, for furniſh 


ing me with ſuch Materials, as put me in 
a Ei doing wy uſtice to the Me- 
mory of one of the en 1 ever had the 
Happmeſs to A 1 with. . 55 
nerous Liberty he allowed me in 
Memoirs, 9 8 the Obligation l. 
know, I need his Pardon for this pores 
Mention of his Name, without Leave askd. 
But the inviolable Friendſbip, and ſtrift In- 
timacy there were between Mr. ROBINSON 
and þ im, and their Relation as Fellow La- 


bourers in the ſame Pulpit, for 4 Courſe 1 
many Tears, Seemed to 23 it, and witl, 


- 7 et not, be an Apology . me, with all 


W others, 
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others, who know how much" My. Ho of 
vie with Jour n and L wed 2 


* 9 * 
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and "ro parable* 
give. But God, Eflſic 
and” an ever. ie, ho EF can, ang 


will T hope, render it tolerable. There are 


eculiar Promiſes. made to the Widow an 

ratherleſs. Au thoſe 72 Tait f M Waere 
whoſe conſtant Attendance on divine Thin 8 
as their proper Calling, barr d their at 
mg the Advantages of this preſent. World, 
how qualified ſocuer 155 oF in other 
Reſpetts, be to f up the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ne Stations in civil Life ife, . 70 eg 4 
Nees“ Cl laim to them. 


be * 


10 U ke not any re Infact 
A. how to carty it as. 4 Chriſtian, under 
this 4 ffligting S troke. What 5 on "moſt need, 
God. 0% You, and the 
8 if \hi is Spirit to keep you from 
| And cheſt are to 8 0 7 by 
Naas Pre ayer,” holy Watchin 4 a firm 
D, one on the A 4. 
. ET 3 the ? 
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Rs, : 


| (aid Chriſt to his Apoſtles). you wouldre- 


Good. 175 by theſe we are made Partakers of 
0 


ſhare in your Loſs, are yet a ſurviving Com- 


fort you in your moſt ſenſible Affliction. 
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joice, : becauſe I aid, I go to my Fathet. 
Tou have ſeen his Patience in Tribulation, 
Mow it confirmed all his other Graces,: and 
wrought the moſt abundant * erience of 
be Love-of God, An humb ubmiſſion to 
the Handof Providence in all our Troubles, 
and Expettation of every needful Bleſſmg 
18 & God in Covenant, is the Way to 

ave our preſent Evils turn. to the greateſt 


divine Holineſs, we gain infinitely by them. 


10 UR dutiful Children, though they 


fort to you. And the more ſo, that, beſides 
the Fruits of natural Affection, the Grace 
of God that is in them, will effeftually en- 
age them to walk worthy of their deceaſed 
Parent, and at the ſame Time, ſecure that 
Honour, and thoſe tender Regards which 
they owe the Living. May they never 
forget the dying Charge of their aſfectionate, 
pious Father, nor fruſtrate his Expeftations -: 


concerning them. 


ALLOW. me, with a ſincere and Gm. 
pathiſing Affection, to expreſs my hearty 
Wiſhes and Prayers for you and yours. May 
the Head and Husband of the Church be 
unto you more than all Relations. May he 
ſupport your mournful Widowhood, and com- 
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id vertuous | 
er'd, prove 7 Bleſſmg to you,. and & 
ment to Religion. Ana may you be en. 
4, by diuine | 
Changes of this World, as that. n. 
always have an aſſured comfortable Inter 
pa F better. _ am, with much Reſpec 
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TE are now aſſinbled be to 
our laſt publick Reſpects to the 15 
-MORY of that excellent Miniſter of 
"Chriſt, the Reverend and Learned Mr. 
Benjamin Robinſon. A precious Name, 

and wortby of everlaſing Remem- 

brauce. Many are the Conſiderations that aggravate 
our Loſs in his Deceaſe. The Eclipſe of great Lu- 
minaries uſually filleth Men with awſul Thoughts, 
becatiſe they How nor what Evil ſhall be upon the Earth, 

dr what Changes may follow. The //e: erting of 10 

bright and leading a Srar as the preſent uf 


Sabieft, ſoon. following the Death of other worthy 


Miniſters of the G Goſpel, in whoſe Li ht and La- 


bours, ' 5 have rejoic d, cannot but be an Occa- 


ſion of ſoleinn Reflection to thoſe among us who 
conſider how much there may be. of Divine J 

ment in removing ſuch great and publick Bleſſings 1255 
an unthankful Forld, north of them, 11 'who 
knew not how to value, nor improve the Prize That 
Was put into their Hands, whilſt they - were, privi- 


kg d. with the L ee of ſuch 1 Fai] ul” Land 
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private be admitted of, I ſhall 
not trouble you with any publick Apology for my 
- appearing here at this Time, but proceed to the Con- 
5 eration of that ſolemn Charge of Chriſt to all his 
Diſciples, which I have read unto you; in comply- 
ing with which we ſhall aſcertain unto ourſelves 
the Conſolation and Reward of good and faithful Ser- 
vants of our ſupreme Lord and Maſter, which our 
deceaſed Father and Friend is now in the 
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this Chapter forerell the Deſtruction of the Temple 
and City of Jeruſalem by the Romans, and the Diſ- 


ſign d to awaken a ſecure and pr Wunden People, 
fallen mto_ the utmoſt D generacy "Wig 


9 1 by three Evan 5, that our Saviour in- 
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: el n 5 % 


| Worldbat the 4% Day, and his coming to the final 
Jana. He ipea % the one as a Preludium * 
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22 0 . 3 A ; 4 * 6; | 4 mT Ps, 7 4 
Ind a Proof of the other. This is allowed of by = 


the beſt” Expert, And thoſe amazing Signs and 
Revolutions ich introduced that narional Ruin, 
ſhall in a more magnificent manner be the Forerun- 
ners of the great and terrible Day of the Loxp, in 
which he 'will utterly deſtroy all thoſe Unbelievers 
ho would not have him to — 5 over them, and give 
the greateſt Demonſtration of his Love to his faith- 
ful Servants. OT IL 28 GX 
: ox . 


— FX 32 7.00 SJ 
L454 TRZ% *1-0 Þ 


by IMs... + > * * 4 


Bor what we are principally to attend to at pre- 
ſent, is the practical Improvement our Lord com- 
mands us to make of theſe Things, from ver. 3 3. 

Take ye heell, watch and pray; for ye know not hen 
the Time is to be. For Ke Son of Man is 48 ; Man 
taking- u far Fourney, who left his Houſe, and pave 
22 5 25 Ne, | 1 to ev * his fork, 
and commanded the Porter to watch. Watch ye therefure 
(for ye know not when the Maſter of the Houſe cometh, 
at Even, of #t Midnight, or at the crowing, or in 
the Morning) teſt coming ſuddenly he find you ſleeping. 
nd whit I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch, 


Ix itheſe Paſſages we have an inſtructive Image or 
Reprefentation of the Church of Chriſt here on 
Earth, and of the Relations and Duties of its ſeveral 
Members. The Church is compared to a great 
Fonſe or Family, in which there are many Servants, 
and every one hath his appointed Work. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, deſign'd by an official Character, 
is declared to be the alene Heap, and e 
Sovereign MASTER of this Houſe: 2 3885 
So that there is no Plea or Excuſe for 
thoſe evil Servants who make themſelves Lords over 
his Houſe, or exerciſe Dominion over the Conſciences 
of their fellow S#bjeftts; nor for. thoſe ſeduc'd by 
them who affign a ovarchy or Supremacy in the 
Church to any but ChRIST, or who traiteroufly 
ae ue 0 ſubmit 


— 


0 4 | | 
ſubmit to any pretended legiſlative Power in Things 
merely Mens to the Worſhip and Service of 

his Houſe, uſurp'd by them. This great Maſter is 
 faid to go 4. far Fourney, or compared to a travelling 
Man leaving his Hoſe tor a determinate Time, at the 
preciſe end of which he will certainly return, and 
call his Servants to an Account. St. Matthew hath - 
it, After a long Time, the Lord of theſe 
Cb. xxv. 19. Servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 
Ihe meaning of which is obvious to 
every Chriſtian. The Duty of Servants is ſet forth 
by the general Term of Watching, which is to be un- 
derſtood in a moral Senſe, though including alſo ſuch 
bodily watching as may ſubſerve the Purpoſes of a ho- 
ly and ſpiritual Lite. There may be an Alluſion 
here to the Watches into which the Fews divided the 
Night and Morning, or to the Watchings of Soldiers 
In an Army, or of the Prieſts and Levites in the 
Temple. The Watches of the Night are particu- 
larly referr'd to, that being a Time in which Men 
are moſt inclin'd to Heavineſs, and moſt- unprovi- 
ded for the Aſſaults of an Enemy, or any other ſo- 
lemn Engagement. The Argument to excite to this 
Duty is taken from our not knowing the . preciſe 
Time in which we ſhall be called to give an Ac- 
count of ourſelves unto God. Hence there is ſuch 
frequent Uſe made of the Metaphor of - Chriſt”s com- 
ing as a Thief in the Night, or unexpectedly; which 
is applicable not only to his coming to Judgment at 
the laſt Day, but to any other Viſitation of his, 
whether in Life, or at Death. Match, faith he to 
the Angel of the Church of Sardis, or, I will come on 
tte as a Thief, and thou ſhalt not know 
_ Rev.iii.z. the Hour when I will come upon thee. 
Ĩ!be Neglect of the Duty here enjoin'd 
is called Sleeping, which repreſents a State of thought- 
leſs Indolence, and Tnattwity. Secure Sinners are 
ſometimes compared to dead Men, whoſe ; £25.99 
I 5 8 „ cloſe 


8 
50 
1 
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cloſed u up, and their Ears are ſtopt, and all vital Fa- 


culties obſtructed z and ſometimes to Men aſleep; and 
overcome with the Fumes of Wine, without Rea- 


ſon or Senſe, utterly indiſpoſed for any rational or 
religious Operation. The Deſign of all is to awaken 


Men from Preſumption and vain Confidence, and 
engage them to the achſel diligent Proſecution of 
that Service which. che ſupreme Lonp over all hath 


allotted. to them in this Life, leſt their final Day 


come upon. them wnawares, before they have refle&- 
ed upon their paſt Sins and Errots, and by rg 0 
Re — turn d to God from their —_ Wa: 
before their Work is done, and fo thas ne find them 
Fg for its advent. 

N arm} are po Yo be 
bY Tusk general Obſervations will bapt us to under 
ſtand the full Senſe and Meaning of my Text, What 
1 ſa unto qu, 1 Ja unto all, Watch. 1 


In the diſtin handlingof which I ſhall ö 


4 0 82 theſe Words 2 who are 
concern'd in them, and under what eee 
or Relations they are repreſented. | 


+l Tas Duty here commanded. And 


x III. The Reaſons by which it is enforc'd. Theſe 
Things I ſhall, God willing; attempt, and cloſe 
all — ſome proper Reflections. 


We are to conf der, 


IL. Far, To whom theſe . are addreſo d W 
who are concern'd in them, and under what Cha- 
ratters, or Relations they are repreſented. 


it, 


THE 
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afrerwards oon d to be his firſt Ambaſſadors to 


the World, to diſciple dil Nations. Theſe therefbre, 
were, and a that follow them in any part of their 


Work are, p concerned te watch in and 
oe: the Houle of God; to have their Loins rirded 
5 about 8 d chem 
ſelves like with. Men that Wait for the 
„ Tori. But Whit le Ed unte them, 
he fad unto alhis'Diſciptes. All are therefore con- 
cern d. When upon another Occaſin our great 
. preach'd this Duty to an inwtherable Mol 


that are mentioned in our Context, Peter ſaid unto 


RED. © him, Lord, ſpeakeſt 'thow this unto us, 


Luk.xii. 41. or even to all? The Anſwer given to 
this Queſtion was not direct, but it was 


ſufficient, and phinly imported that be ſpoke 7 al, 


that what he enjoin'd was incumbent upon, and to 


be done by all who expected to be own'd and re- 


 Warded by him, as his faithful Servants. But the 


Words of my Text are expreſs to this Purpoſe. 
Here then we may tetminate the firſt part of our 
Enquiry. Not only Miniſters of the Goſpel, who 
are Watches im à particular Senſe of that Word, 


and of whom the | Neil Duties belonging to that 


Office are ex Red but | all- Chriſtians are alike 

concert d in wi t 1B here e to them. 
Axp all e are eee are hs b 

under the general Character or Relation of eee 

alike accountable to their common LoR D, and e 

ly exempted, as to the Service of his Houle, Ton 


evetyother onen. e 


py * 
* * > 
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Tun Words were india . „ 
peſts of CHRIST, whom he had then choſen, and 


titude of People, and urg' d it from the ſame Motives 
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T 
Tis tene ſome are diſtingyiſh'd from others, not 
only with reſpect to their Fidelity, hut alſo with re- 


* 


Authority to his. Seruants, and to.cvery Man his (pro- 
NN a e (or —_— 
to do his Duty. And as ſome are appointed to 
ſerve the Houſhold in a particular manner, (e. g. to 
declare ta others the Neill of their Lorp, teaching 
Aen to do whatſoever he hath commanded them) th 
have Authority to diſcharge! that particular nal. 


And when they do this. according to his Mil, they 


may be ſaid to repreſevt his Awhority, and they ought 
to be heard. Thus the Porter is commanded to watch, 
leſt any, ſhould, without due Warning given, leave, 
or neglect their proper Work, and leſt T biaves. or 

educers-ſhauld enter in to ſpoil and to deceive. ' Ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtle charges the Elders of the Church 
of. Epheſus, Take beed to jour ſelves, and to all the 


 Block—Far I know this, that after my departing ſhall 


grievous Wolves ug the Flock: 


NN iT Eg e 
Perſons. are called Ovarſcert, and Stews -- 
ards, and their ſpecial Work is to fred the Church of 
Gad, which he has purchaſed with his en Blood, ox to 
give the Houſhald their Portion of Meat 


- in due on. They are cammanded, Ev 4 
and therefore have. Aunbority to do thette 


LAY * 


4 


Things. It is the Masrzn's Will that there ſhould. 
be. ſuch Stewards in his Houſe even till he 'coms, 
And to prevent Confuſion, he has ſettled 3 Mer 


thod for the orderly (Continuaxce | of them de- 
clared what manner of Perſous they ought to be; 


Fer their Services, and fixed the Regards 
aue 
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unto them. And in ſo doing he mer be 
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ſaid to give Aut hori to bis Servants, that is to au- 
thoriſe them to perform ſuch and ſuch command- 
ed Duties, as to fed the Houſbold, and to give 


them their Meat in due Seaſon. But then it may as 


truly, and without any Impropriety of Speech, be 
faid, that the Howſbold have Authority to eat. They 
are commanded to ſeek and labour for that Meat which 
periſbeth not. And if any pretended Stemards ſhall 


withhold from them their ſpiritual Food, or adulterate it 


with baſe and hurtful Mixtures, they are not oblig- 


ed to own ſuch Stewards, or ſubmit unto them; 


their | Allegiance being due, not to their Stewards, but 
to their Lord and Maſter, whoſe-ſole Command is the 
only Authority to be admitted of in his Houſe, 
xD 2s . r 1 2-3 #7 1 


Fo that whatever diſtinguiſhing Characters or Of- 
fices ſome may bear in the Church of Chrift, all are 
equally Servants to him, and equally exempted from 
every other Dominion, in Things peculiarly belonging 
to his Empire over them. If we conſider the Mem- 
bers of his Church in their »at#ral or civil Capaci- 
ties and Relations, they are, or may be ſubject to 
others, according to the Degrees of their natural or 
political Authority : But as Members of Cbriſi's 
Church, and in the Concerns of his Houſe, which 


are purely ſpiritual, and interfere not with the Po- 


licies of this World, they are not pur 


© Heb. ii 5. in ſubjection to Angels or Men, nor 
: owe Fealty to any but to Him who is 


the ſupreme and only Lorp of their Conſciences. 
The very Apoſtles, who of all Men had the moſt 
immediate Authority from CHRIST, were to teach 
or ordain nothing but what they receiv d of the Lord, 


and in declaring his Meſſage, they were not allowed 


to affect any Domination (far leſs to exerciſe any 
temporal Furiſdiction) but with all Long-Suffering and 


1 


Condeſcenſion to apply themſelves to the Service of 


the Church for Jeſas ale. 
5 9 
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ih "HE ꝓrinci Diſcinttion-. to be obſer / di — 
2 e toy bich the Rule of . 
applied at the laſt Day, is that — 
evil Hergang. „All. chat me %% Name of Chriſt, or 
af: e She nato the Church. by. Baptiſm, and pro- 
os to own: 15 ar e his Ser vants, and Federalhy en 
ec to be faithful * him. The ſame Commands 
are given to all, and the ſame Duties requir du of 
them, But ia 4 great; Houſe; ſuch. as the Churcli 
15, is, there are not gh, Veſſels of Gold and N e 
of S lver , but alſo of Wood, and of 16 A ee 
Earth. Some are 'faithleſs Servants, 
and yield but a partial ſervile Compliance, and de- 


fign themſelves in all chat they do. They perform 
no Obedience from a genuine Principle. They: are 
void of Faith, and o Charity, and ſo are nabing 3 


nor do they regard the Glory of their Lox, but 
will dem Him, and his Truth, rather than mortify 


their Luſts, or renounce the World. Others are 

Janttified, and meet for the Maſier's Uſe, ſerviceable 

to his Intereſts. and prepared upto every. 0 

goed ork: They watch, and ſiand faſt in 2 . 
aith, The y perform the Obe- 

dience of e with the Love, "vn _ In- 

tegrity of Friends: They deny themſelves, deſign the 


Honour of their Maſter in all that they do, and his 


. UN dearer to them than their Lives. 


Ir may be e diffculr to diſtinguiſ be⸗ 
tween Theſs in this World, that is full of Guile ; but 
a Day of Judgment will make them manifeſt. For 
as all who profeſs, Subjection to the Laws and Go- 
vernment of CHRIST, are his (reputed) Servants, fo 
They are accquntabie to his Tribunal, and muſt paſs 
er his Examination.” And as every Perſon, ſo 


2 Work. ſhall be brought into Judgment, With every 


ecret Thing, whether it be e Good or Evil. The faithful 


— — 


C 5 Servant | 


TRY 


| Servants of che LonD, * were ſiedfaſt and a. 
mov'd in his Service, ſhall be grea tly. rewarded in 


that Day: But thoſe perfidious Servants who, under 
x Profeſſion of Chriſtitnity, were ſecret Enemies to 
his Government, or thoſe, whether Fews or Gentiles, 


who reject, or apoſiatize from the Faith; and thoſe 


Wolves of Prey, who, to compel Men to yield to 
their Uſurpations, - and comply with their Luſts, 
ſhall, with the Fiſt of Wickedneſi, ſmite their fellow Ser- 
dani, whilſt they themſelves eat and drink with the 
Drunken, ſhall be puniſhed with an everlaſiing Deſiruc- 
tion from the Prof Wi the Lord, _ the N of lis 


Power. 


l ach I -am to conſider the Dury enjoin'd 
in the Text. e 7 194 wnto you, I . unto all, 
mW" „ 


1 As + this Than 58 ape Relation" to a a fairs. 
State, and Judgment; a firm Perſuaſion of ſuch a 
State, and. Expettation of CukIsr's coming to judge 
the World, according to the Faith of the Goſpel, mu 


belong to this r and 1 is indeed the Exe and Soul | 


e 


3 


Tha 3 is a a principal Avcicle of bur Relig lot, ad 


much inſiſted on in the Writings of the le. It 
was the ther! CO revealed to them by the Miniſtry 
ad Angels immediately upon Chriſt's Af- 


"ry 11. cenſion. Nor did they fail to declare it ro 


others, but always made uſe of it as the 


cb. il 19. moſt powerful Argument to lead Men 
ws and”, Ch. to Repentance. The Belief of this is 
wm. 39:30; (> Go granny kueirer of, a  Chriſtian' $ 
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| life, by which he is impulſed with a vigorous Af- 
Fe&tion, and generous Courage to preſs towards the 
Enjoyment of the eternal Reward, and - ſpare nei- 
ther Pains, nor Watching, nor Labour to obtain it. 
For our Converſation is in Heaven, from whence alſo we 
hook for the Saviour, the Lord, Feſus Chriſt ;-who ſhall 
change our vile Body, that it may be faſhion'd like unto 
his glorious Body, according to the working * 
whereby he is able even to fubdue all things hy 7 
unto himſelf. Our bleſſed Lox, after 
he had finiſh'd the Work of our Redemption, re- 
rir'd to the Father, to intercede in the holy Place, 
and plead the Merit of his Atonement, as our High 
Prieſt, before; the Tribunal of Gop. There he 1s 
exalted to higheſt Glory and Power, as King and 
Judge of the World. But he has promiſed à Re- 
turn. And his Subjects are commanded to expect 
him. And that with. all the Thunders of bis Farher's 
Power to cruſh his Enemies to pieces, but for the 
Salvation, and Remuneration of his Fee 
faithful Servants. This then we 2 Theſl. i. 
muſt always keep in Mind. It muſt pl N 
oſſeſs our Thoughts Day and Night. . . 
or is ita general Notion of it that is intended, bur 
that our Principles, our Affections, and Actions be 
under the Direction of ſuch an Hope. 


It is too obvious from the Lives of Men, and the 
leading Ends they ſeem to propoſe to themſelves, 
that the generality are deſtitute of this Hope. A No- 
tion of it they may have in the Theory, but a pre- 
vailing Perſuaſion, and firm Expectation they are 
void of. If they had the full Evidence of Faith, 
by which we are confirm'd in the Truth of Things 
future and inviſible, that there ſhall be one Day, a 
ſtrict and impartial Examination and Judgment of 
them, and all their Actions, and that great and eternal 
Bs ; G4 | Rewards 


C22). ES 


Rewards or * Co follow this Judgment, 
-would they not break off their Sins by Repentance, and 
Prepare for that unaveidable Triquiſition ? Would 
they net provide for the terrible Day, afid be 2 


7 meet the ord ? A P of this powerfu 
impreſt upon Conſcience; out awaken the mo 
Nabe and penetrate into the Breaſts «of = moſt 
obdurate Linmers. a — A MYR 
as 1 Believers eſpecially; vh thi is eh oy kb 
ing an immediate Influence u poo their \Duries and 
The Thoughts of his coming may be a 
Terror to the Ungodly, and bind up der Gullt 
and Wrath the Heart of Imp enirence,”” The Aſſu- 
ranct given of it ought to be unte all 'Men, a Re- 
ſtraint from Sin, becauſe eyery Man ought.to be! in- 
ſtuenced by Goſpel Motives, among Which he he Thr. 
rovs of the Lordare mention d. But with, Ręſpect to 
ſincere Ohriſtians, who bv2"by Faith, the Expectati- 
on of Ris comin g augments' their oY», and eſtabliſh- 1 
- ES Fn 4 Aﬀſuritife of eternal Life. For, 48 He Fr 455 
cended into Heiveti for their Benefit, to 1 in 
the Pr efeng, hh Gol, : _ prepare Mavfions for them, ſo 
n er pine ry fer 2 * 75 
ie e e e e 
l alſo. He will come flöt 417 
oo of Lords, before en all the Porentares of the 
Earth, who think themſelves exempted from Laws 
and udgments, ſhall be as the meantſt Slave ; but as 
the Ring of Saints, to advance every Citizen of the 
ne firuſfalem to a Crown of Glory. So that what- 
ever; Promiſe of good "Things to come the Goſpel con- 
tains, whatever Argument can be drawn from Scrip- 
dare to confirm our Hope, or encreaſe our Joys we 
may make uſe of them all in reference to that Day; 
ell which our compleat Reward, and the Perfecti⸗ 4 
oft. of "our entire Nature 18 reſerv d. Let. tis Thetes | 
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would not be tought abſolute Iafidels as to a future 


i, 

C 
"Thought ! But whatever theſe Men pretend to be- 
lieve of 4 Life to come, and a Day of Judgment, their 
Doctrine is, in reality, pernicious, to the , Chriſtian 
Hope, and blunts the Edge of all Arguments and 
Morives drawn from a future State to inforce Reli- 
gion. They may talk of a Reviviſcency of Soul and Bo- 
5 at the laſt Day, but once they ſuppreſs or overcome 
all Conſciouſneſs of Immortality, — naturally and 
cy Joſe all Sight and Cale of order , 
n 


either turn all that is ſaid concerning it in 


Scripture, into mere Allegory, or look upon the 
Notion itſelf as the Kela of human Policy, 
to keep Mankind in awe. And then the Song 
of the Epicure paſſes for ſtrong. Reaſoning, let 


*. % 


s eat and drink for to morrow we die. Briefly, the 
Perſuaſion of a future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, and the Belief of the Immortality of the Soul 

mult ſtand or fall together. Wnar 
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 Waar: firm Hope can he have of a Reſurrection, 
or a Day of Retribation, Who believes with the So- 
cimant, or their more modern Diſciples, that the 
Soul neither is, nor lives, nor under ſtands after the 
Diſſolution of the Body? Will it be ſaid that he 
believes the Reſurrection, &c. becauſe Gop hath ſaid, 

that the Dead ſhall be raiſed, and he is as able to re- 
vive or new-make the Soul, though it_utterly periſh 


to quicken and raiſe the Body, after it hath been ſo 


- Hong corrupted and blended into a thouſand Forms? 


1 anfwer, that the Immortality of the Soul, and its 
Permanency after Death, is as clearly revealed in Scrip 


ture, as the Refurrection, &c. That this laſt, being 


a Matter of pure Revelation, not deduc'd from any 
certain Principles of natural Reaſon, (though that falls 
in with it being revealed) is much more liable to be 
diſputed, or figuratively. interpreted, than the former, 
which is not only founded on the Authority of 
Scriptare, but eftabliſh'd by the Light of Nature, 
being, as Twlly calls it, the Voice of Nature. 'So that 
if Men can reſiſt the Evidence of Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture in the one Caſe, it is not likely they will be 
much influenc'd by the bare Authority of Revela- 
tion in the other. When Men become fo inſenſible 
of their divine Original, after the Image of the living 
God, as to put themſelves at Death upon a Leve 
with Brutes; once they obliterate all the Characters 
of Immortality engraven upon their Souls by the F- 
ther of Spirits, and harden themſelves againſt Con- 
viction of the perpetual Duration of the intelligent 
Spirit in Man, 755 the Teſtimony of Scripture, 
from all the Phænomena both of natural and revealed 


Religion, and the different Attributes of Matter and 


Spirit; they will not be much moy'd by any Thoughts 


Death. 8 ob 
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or Suſpicion of a Reſtirution of Being, long after 
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or its ceaſing to be at Death. For though in Words 
they own a Reſurrection, and a general Judgment, yet 
they ſo ſtate the Matter, as in effect to rob the Righ- 
teous of all Hope of future Good, and to | wala ay 


in a State of endleſs Miſery, interpreting all that is 
threaten'd in Scripture againſt the Vnbelieving and Diſ- 
obedient, to ſignify only a Deprivation of all Senſe and 
Being; which is ſo far from being an Evil dreaded 
by them, that, conſcious of their moral Diſſimili- 
tude to Gop, it is their Deſire and Choice. Hence a 
late Writer in a weekly Paper, ſtudied to unhinge the 
Minds of Men from all fix'd Principles in Religion, 
banters it as an Abſurdity ridiculous to Reaſon, thar 
eternal Death ſhould ſignify eternal Life in Torment. 
And then as to the Righteous, they allow only of a 
vicarious Reſurrection, a Reſurrection not of thoſe 
very Bodies in which they liv'd on. Earth, or were 
laid in the Grave, but X ſomething elſe in their ſtead. 
And what is this, but, in the Conſequence of it, ro 
impoſe that upon us as a Truth, which the Apoſtle 
rejects with Abhorrence, that : 


which. are fallen aſleep in Chriſt are pe- x Cor. xv. 


| | . F 18. 
7iſhed? Their Souls are extinct, or re- 


duc'd to nothing, and their other Half ſhall never be 


reſcu'd from the Grave. And can a Perſon be of 
this Mind, and at the ſame Time diſcern any Force 


or Senſe in that Exhortation, Be 
Followers 1 who through Faith and Heb. iv. GG. 


Patience inherit the Promiſes * Seeing he 


cannot but conclude, that there are no Promiſes to 


be inherited after this Life, or not by thoſe individual 


SAKE: 3 Perſons 


Tus is farther evident from the very Principles 
of thoſe who contend for the Mortality of the Soul, 


the Wicked againſt all Fear of furure Evil. For in 
the firſt Place, they deny that the Miclhed ſhall be 
rais'd at all, or, if they are, that they ſhall ſubſiſt 
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perſons who liye a Life of Faith and Patience here 
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cauſe of the Importance of the Thing, 8. wit 


Which, I apprehend, all eficacions' Belief of Chriſt's 


coming to. Baer an! Al Engigements from r 


o holy 2yarching, rhuſt {land or fall. Even a Hear 
then Moraliſt, by the mere force of his Underſtand- 
ing, could fay, that no Man can be firmly Religi- 
ons, unleſs he believes the Immortality of the Soul, 
and act from a Senſe of it. What other Conſidera- 
tion can be powerful enough to make him Nedfaſtly 
adhere to Gop, and his Truh however madekiiown, 


" 1 * 4 


againſt all the Terrors and Blandiſhments of a con- 
tradicting World, and innumerable Temptations ſuit- 
ed to captivare all the Avenues to his Soul? When 
this rational Perſuaſion is heighten'd into the Aſſu- 
rance of a Divine Faith, founded on the Declarati- 
ons of Scripture, and Deſigns of redeeming. Love, 
it makes the Believer ſfedfaſt aud unmov'd, always 4- 
bounding in the Work_of the Lord, for as much as he 
r A Le "ſhall not be in vain in the Lords 
Whereas the diſmal” horrid Thought of the Soul 

Extinction, or its vaniſhing into ſerſleſs Air, upon 
the breaking down of this material Fabrick, mult in 
the Nature of Things, wherever it is embrac'd, an- 
nihilate all Sentiments of true Piety and Religion. 
'Tis the Bane of all that's truly good and virtuous, 
and at the fame Time leaves no other Reſtraint: than 
the Fear of Man againſt all the Luſt and Violence 
3 Nature in its utmoſt Degeneracy is capa- 
ble of. * 5 5 * en 
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TI. As Watching is here oppos'd to clthal: Seciiviry 
and Sloth, ſignify d by Sleeping, it muſt impört thie 
whole Af#ivity of the Soul in the right N 
F preſent Time, for attaining the great Ends of Life: 
with a reſolute unwearied ſtriving againſt Sin, and all 
its Auxiliaries; and improving in thoſe Graces and Vir- 
tues, that are the ſupreme Excelleneies of our rational 
Beings. 5 . bin e -1 1 110 
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C.) A ef Poſhire, TireumſpeFtior, and Re. 
demption of Dime, for attaining the main Ends of Life; 
are of the Eſſence of Watching.” To this Purpöſe is 
the Exhortation of St. Paul. Awake, Cay ) 6 
civcwmſpettly, not as Fools, but as wiſe 


; 
14 


; 4 Saen 17 * - ., 
f * 1 * % 4 * \ & * by 


redeeming the Time. This Warning to oaks” flom 


Sleep is not an Addreſs to the Dead, or the Sulf in 
Hades, as ſome have dream'd, but to living Men who 
are repreſented as aſleep in Sin, having their Selles ſo 
lockt up that they cannot diſtinguiſh between Good 
and Ev1}, or paſs a right Judgment on Things, and 
though inviron'd with Danger apprehend it not. 


And this is the Caſe of many who are provident and 


active in ſecuring the Intereſts of the preſent Life. 
Were they ſo awake as to be ſenſible of their ſpiritu- 
al State, and moſt important Intereſts, ſo as ro make 
true Compariſons between the Enjoyments of this 
World, and the next, the Concerns of a mortal Bo- 
dy that muſt quickly be reſolv'd into #5 Duſt, and 
of the vital intelligent Spirit which is of a Divine 
Original, and can only be ſatisfied with the Poſſeſſi- 
on of the bleſſed God, whoſe Image it is; they 
could never neglett the great Salvation, be indolent 
and careleſs in Things 2 a ſpiritual Nature, indulge 
themſelves in Works of Darkzeſs that ſtupify the Con- 


Pains, and Paſſions, about Things that periſh in the 
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ſcience, nor employ all their Time, their Thoughts, 
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o 
uſe of them, that now interpoſe between them and 
Heaven, and threaten to exclude them for ever 


from it. 


* 


N r 5 PL TIEN | 
 Trosz who are enlighten'd and enliven'd by 
Chriſt from the Sleep and Death of Sin, conſider and 
judge that they were made and redeem'd for Gop, 
and the endleſs Glories of another World: That 
on this Earth they are Pilgrims and Strangers; that 
Heaven is their Home, and the Happineſs thereof 
their chiefeſt End: And that therefore they ought to 
hive, as nene preſent Life and Time for 
Eternity. They know that they are entruſted with 
a Charge of the greateſt Importance, the Glory of 
God, and their own Salvation: That in keepin 
this Charge, they muſt combat with Fleſh and Blood, 
and with the Powers of Darkneſs ; that this World 
is as the Shadow of Death, full of Deluſtons, Snares, 
and. Terrors which obſtru& the Exerciſe of a ſpiri- 
tual Life; and that fleſbly Luſts are in perpetual War 
againſt the Soul. In this Situation, they dare not 
Sleep as do others, but keep their Poſts with Care 
and Watchfulneſs, redeeming the Time becauſe the Days : 
are Evil, They wach for Opportunities of do- 9 
ing Good, the moſt ſeaſonable Good, and in the x 
beft Manner. They are willingly employ'd in the _ 
great and neceſſary Duties of Religion, and can fa= - 
erifice their Sleep, their Health, and Strength, ven 
their Lives to the Glory of their LoxD, and the 
Neceſſities of his Church. They are circumſpet 
and: vigilant in ſecuring their ſpiritual Intereſts, as 
the Children of this World are in making Proviſion 
for this Life, and guard againſt inpdſnontr and 
Oppoſitions in their Way to Heaven, caſting off e- 
very evil Weight, that they may run with Patience the a 
Race that is ſet before them. Such is the habitual Tem- 
per of every faithful Seryant of Chriſt, this is what 
they 2yomld be, and labour to be, and theſe the 4 
Piu 1 Things 


— 


” uy 


” Things they propoſe to themſelves as the great Ends 


(2.) To this alſo belongs a reſolute unwearied 
ſtriving againſt Sin, and all its Auxiliaries, till they 
obtain the Maſtery. Our State here is militant. 
We are to fight under the Captain of our Salvation, 
in that Warkie- which is proper to his Kingdom. 
The end of this Conteſt is the Deſtruction of the 
whole Body of Sin. The Oppoſition is to Satan, 
the Fleſh, or ſinful Corruption, and the evil World, 
Theſe hoſtile Powers we muſt never 
be at Amity with, for their Friendſhip Jam. iv. 4. 
is Enmity to God, We renounce them _ 
in our Covenant of Baptiſm, and all regenerate Per- 
ſons have receiv d a Principle and Spirit againſt them, 
which in the End will be victorious, whatever the inter- 
mediate Events may ſomerimes be. This then is apart 
of our Vigilance, we muſt ſtrive againſt Sin, and reſiſt 
it even unto Death. We mult not ſpare this Ama- 
lalite, but cut it in ſunder as Samwe] did Apag the 
Enemy of 'God's People, and as was wont to be done 
in the Eaſt, to ſuch as blaſphemed Gop, or were 
Rebels and Traitors to their Country, and as Chriſt 
threatens ſhall be done in the Day of Judgment, to 
flothful and wicked Servants. The Day we league 
with this Enemy, devoted to Deſtruction, we violate 
our Fidelity to our LokD, who came to ſave us from 
our Sins, to deliver us from this preſent evil World, and 
from the Power of Satan; but if we through the Spi- 

rit 7 mortify the Body of Sin, we ſhall live unto 


Ap to this End we muſt exerciſe ourſelves in 
daily Penitence, for which we ſeem to have been 
born; we muſt be much in Meditation, and abſtract- 
ed from the Engagements of this World, which uſu- 
ally lull Men afcep, and inſpire them with deluding 
5 85 S—— x Dreams 
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Dreams of a Happineſs h here, Me muſt reſtrain the 
d Exorbitancies of our Paſſions and Appe= 
Luk. xxi. 34. tites, and deny their Requeſts. Tale 


14+:  beed to yourſelves, leſt at any time your 
Hearts be over char ged With Surfeiting, and Drunkenneſs, 
and Cares of this Life. Eſpecially, we muſt be con- 


| ſlant and fervent. in Prayer. This, as well as Sobri- 


ety, is join d With Watching, as a Species of it, and 
14:0 as a neceſſary Preparatory to it in all 


Lak. xxi. 36. other Reſpects. Mauch ye therefore, and 
pray ahuas. Or as in the Chapter of 
Without 


my Text, Take ye heed, watch, and proy 
this we can never be_diſpos'd for any Thing that is 


ral Good, nor fortified. againſt the Impreſſions of 


Evil. When we haye  labour'd with the utmoſt 


Care and Diligence, with all the Force of our Un- 


derſtanding and Will, we muſt own the Neceſſity 


of ſupernatural Grace, And we cannot reverence the 
Grace of God unleſs we pray for it, with the moſt 
devout. Acknowledgments of his Goodneſs, and 
moſt affectionate. Engagement of our Souls to him. 
Knowing, ſaith the Apoſtle, that you have a Maſter in 
& a Reward hereafter, 
and preſent Directiòn and Aſſiſtance in 2 Servi- 
ces, continue inſtant in Prayer, and warch in the ſame 
Vith Thanksgiving. Nor will he with- 
Mat. vii. 7,8 hold his good Spirit from thoſe who du- 
©... ly ask his ſupernatural Aids, with a 


Heaven, from whom you expe 


deep Senſe of their own Inſufficiency,” and humble 
Dependance on his Mercy through the Merits of a 


Redeemer. And as in this Way divine Concourſe 
is procur'd to perform Duties aright, ſo by the ſame 
| Means we obtain Deliverance from 
Mat. xxvi. 41. Evil. Watch, and Pri 2 that Je enter not 

| into Temptation. This is our beſt De- 


fence againſt all Adverſaries. This Weapon of our 


Warfare will inſpire us with Reſolution to with 
and in the evil Day, and teach us how to manage 


ar! 
HE right 


EA 1 8 1 3 2 . 
3 3 2 * e 8 F on Oo vs Per EF K 
% " I > * * ELM) * U xo ob 4 ee Ec” CE bo ES TY RED EIRTES CY 4a 2 5 
; a VTV . Ca K i 575 FEE. Ven, TS a ENT Se e 2 9 
ED F i a v . . ß ĩͤ a 3 0 IE F , 
2 / GET n S Ee A GS „ / / c ß ＋ n — 5 
Fe ae ä * 22 a4 EYES TAI « _- ** 3 = Sod” Fed et . 8 & n fy ev e * 2 * Ss ad L wp Oh . --x 
MN, I OT BC Toe Re EP ET "2, o eat IS WG. I 2 * ö 7 © —— 5 5 * 8 
S S 5 E n * Bs S 2 e 4 
2 a Yr EEE * 3 


(2) 
aright that Sword of the Spirit, the Word of Gov, 
wt is mighty to demohſh the ſtr e 8 


Holds of Satan. By praying ahvays with Eph. vi. 


all Prayer, and Supplication in the Spirit, Sy 
and watching thereunto with Perſeverance, we ſhall ob- 


tain the bel n ſurmount the greateſt Diffi- 


culties, and eſcape the moſt threatning Dangers. 


- AFTER this manner it is we muſt ſerive againſi 
Sin till it is aboliſh'd, and carry on our Oppoſition 
to Satan and the World, till we are out of the reach 
of their Enmity and Infſuence. Tis true, ſuch are 
our preſent Circumftances that we cannot attain to 


a compleat Conqueſt over Sin in this Life. So deeply 


rooted it is in our entire Natures, and fo univerſally 


ſpread over all our Faculties, that there muſt be a 
Diſſolution of our preſent Being to obtain an abſo- 
lute Purity. Which Conſideration ought to render 
Death not only tolerable to us, but even ſo far de- 
ſirable, as this ſide of it there is no perfect Freedom 
from Sin, nor perfect Conformity to the divine Ho- 
lineſs. But this is ſo far from being a juſt Plea 
for thoſe who neglect to watch and ſtrive againſt 
Sin, that ſo much the ſtronger is the Reaſon, why 
we ſhould double our Care and Vigilance. The 
Imperfection of our preſent State, ſhould teach us 
Humility, and convince us of our total and perperual 
Dependance on the Grace of Gop, which can make 
the Weakeſt ſtrong, and without renewed Supplies of 
which the Strongeſt may fall, but it can never be an 
Argument for Pride or Security, by which the moſt 
are ruin'd. He therefore, who does not bend all his 
Might to the utter Extirpation of Sin, and Victory 
over ſpiritual Enemies, according to the Rules of 
this holy War, who doth not ardently deſire, and 


aſſiduouſly endeavour to be cleanſed from every De- 


flement of the Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs in 
| . ee the 
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the, Fear of Gor, cannot challenge the, Character of a 
wiſe or faithful Servant of Carr, Tr. 


— 


(3.) Ir in theſe Things we are habitually em- 
ploy'd, we ſhall gradually grow in thoſe Graces and 
Virtues that are the prime Excellencies of our intel» 
„ | ligent Nature; and give all Diligence to 

2 Pet. i.. 6,7. add to our Faith, Virtue; and to Virtue, 
Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Tem- 
perance, Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs ; and to Gadli- 
neſs, brotherly Kindneſs; and to brotherly Kindneſs, . 
This is the Means of our Perſeverance. 


ver. 10. If ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall never fall 
into any crying Sins, incompatible with 
Ver. 8. a State of Grace, and Favour with 
| God. For if theſe Things be in you and 
abound, they makg you. that ye ſhall neither be ſlothful 
(od x desc) nor unf ruit fa in the Knowledge our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But if ye grow ſecure and care. 
leſs, if you ſlacken your Diligence, and ceaſe to im- 
prove in thoſe holy, Habitudes, you are in Danger 
of being overcome of Evil, and of falling into grie- 
vous Offences, that will greatly provoke Gor, and 


cloud all comforrable Evidence of your Calling and 
Election. | 415 


FaiTH is the principal Weapon of holy Match. 
eri, the Shield that quenches the fiery Darts of the Wicked. 
But this noble Grace is never alone. It is the Pa- 

rent and Nurſe of thoſe other Virtues that make 
the compleat Furniture of a Chriſtian, We — 
not break any Link in this Chain, or pretend to Fairs, 
unleſs we are poſſeſſed of all the Sentiments of the 
mew Creature, There muſt be an undaunted Cou- 
rage, an invincible Virtue or Fortitude in profeſſing 
the Faith at all Hazards: An Improvement in di- 
vine Knowledge, unto the full Aſſurance of Underſtand» 
ing in the Acknowledgment of the Myſtery of Gov, 
| even 
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{ 23) 
even.of the FATHER and of CHRIST. A Freedom and 
Abſtinence from all thoſe unlawful and intemperate 


Luſts, or Affections that cloud the Mind, üer | 
A 


vert the e cps and prejudice Men again 

Life of Faith, or | obſtruct. their complying with 
reaſonable Obligations of Duty. There muſt be a 
patient Willingneſs to bear Afflictions, Reproaches, 
and Perſecutions for the ſake of Truth, and to endure 


| Hardneſs as faithful Soldiers of Chriſt. The Fear and 


Love of God mult be the prevailing Affections in 
the Soul, diſpoſing the whole Man to all the Exer- 
ciſes of GoDLiNnEss, with a ſincere Deſignation 
of our Beings and Actions to the Glory Ops. 
and 8 ſacred Regard to e Will 3 "oy Rule. 
Such a Propenſity and Conformity of the Heart 
unto 5 produce à pure and fer- 
vent Affection and brotherly Kindneſs to all thoſe who 
profeſs the ſame Faith, and appear to be Members of 
the ſame myſtical Body with ourſelves. 1 18% 

Every one that loveth him that begat, 1 Joh. v. 1. 

louerh him alſo that is begotten of him. bet IN 

Nor muſt our Good - Will be confin'd to theſe. The 
Charity of a Chriſtian has the whole human Race for 
its Object. It wiſhes that aLL MEN were under the 
ſame Government of ChnIs r, enjoy'd the ſame 
Privileges, and were entitled to the ſame Promiſes, 
and Rewards. Its very Enemies are the Objects of 
its Interceſſions. And its Property is to do good to 


ALL, eſpecially to the Homſhold of Faith. That Faith 


therefore which can exiſt without Charity is as great 


a Soleciſm in Religion, as that Charity which is void 


of Faith, But theſe Graces muſt be evident in their 


Effects. Our great Lawgiver is ſaid to have appoint= 


ed to every Man his Work. He hath order'd every 


part of their Conduct by the moſt excellent Laws, 


and Conſtitutions, which reach to all Ranks of Men, 


in all Circumſtances of Life, and require ſomething 


to 
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(24) 
t6 be done by them, that directly "terminates either 
on Gop, Themſelves, or Others, according to the 
ſeveral Relations in which Men ſtand to one ano- 
ther. Nor can we be faid to watch as thoſe that 
wait for the coming of the Lord, unleſs we labour in 
all theſe Inſtances to have a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards God, and towards Aen. 


* v® 


\ 


HI. Tus Watching here enjoin'd is in order to, 
and carries in the Nature of it, 4 Readineſs to leave 
this World, and appear before the Tribunal of God. i 


4 


So our bleſſed Lonxp explains his own Words, 
i Tt What he calls Watching in one Place, 
Mat. xxiv. 42. Watch therefore, for ye know not in what © 
EY Hour your Lord doth come, is, in the 
Reddition of the ſame Charge, called Readiheſs': 

1) cr Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch 
Ver. 44. an Hour as ye think_not,' the Son of Man 

2 2... Cometh, The Word * imports habitu- 
al and actual Readineſs ; not only that-we be habi- 
tually fit and capable, but that we be in a prompt Readi- 
neſi. It carries in it the Idea of a willing cheerful Pro- 
penſity to a certain Action, or a certain End. Ac- 
cordingly there is an habitual and actual Preparation 
for another World. The former conſiſts in the 

Safety of a Man's ſpiritual State; and the latter in 

the lively Exerciſe of thoſe Graces that render Men 
hobicnally fit to die, with a conſcious Readineſs, or 
confident Willingneſs to leave this World, and go to 
another at the Will of Gor. In this manner it be- 
comes us to be prepared and ready, improving every 
Day as if it were the laſt allotted to us. It is one 

of the moſt neceſſary Affairs of Life to be much 
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Sin entered into the Worl N 
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Death is the V | of Sin, 12 Sin! is the 1 Cor xy, 56. 

Stin ng of Death, Mage of giver readful | 

Character of e to it. 4 Its ha ng Pogernet om 

the Contra 167 there is ith Sin, to tlie hol Nature 
„ AL from the Judicial. Sentence is Law. 

ence it Faw. that Men. are, naturally, unprepared 


| for Death, becauſe they are naturally. under the Guilt 
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e 275 my or r abſolv'd from the Guile of Sin, 


and reſcu 0 from i its, reigning Power, and exem ted 
from the Sentence of the Law, (which can be done 
by none. but Gop, 15 J 1. of all,) otherwiſe he 
is not prepared or-fit to die, in any other Senſe than a 


condemm'd Malefactor may be ſaid to be fit to under- 


go the juſt Puniſhment of his Crimes. | 
F Now, 
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Nb w; chere is no other Way i 
in which we can attain to this / 
Faith in Chriſt,” and his Blood, as ſhed for the Pro- 


We K. Gon 


piriarion and Remiſſion of Sins. Men may flatter 
themſelves, with an imaginary. Safety upon other 
Terms, or in a Way different from this, but there 
is no other Wa of Salvation revealed 1 the Goſpel. 


to the Bleſ- | 


To be abſolv'd from Sin ny and entit 
ſings of the New Covenant, a Man muſt ruſt. in 


48 his Del and e fu 
all Dependance on any ſuppos d or real teonſneſs 
of his own, or any Duties perform d by, u in Obe 


dience to the Law, be, as it were, who 7 trinſplanted 


into Curls r, willing to be fee, through his. 
is Grace. And 


Riohte 7 only, and to live b 
2. only W. Way to be re or'd to the Favour 
of God, ſo no ther Way will render our Services 
acceptable to him. Whatever Men do whilſt they 
are Enemies to this Way of Grace, however it may 
pacify their own Conſciences, it can never be plea- 


ſing to Cod. But this Foundation og 15 aid, 
y this we 


Obedience is placed on a | ſure Bottom. 
do not make wvoid the Lau, nor deprive it of its 


binding Force upon Conſcience as a Rule AH Life. 


For though we are juſtified only through the Righ- 
zeouſueſi of CHRIST, and his Death or Satisfaction 
is the only meritorious Cauſe of our Pardon and 
Salvation, yet we are not actual Partakers of this 


Benefit, without actual Faith in CurisT, and Re- 


pentance from dead Works, which. are the Principles of 


our Renovation into the Image of Gon, by which 


we are difpos'd . enabled ro die unto Sin; and live 


unto Ri ee ;/neſs.. So that all Perſons juſtified through 


the Redemption that is in Feſis Chriſt, are allo. regenera- 
red, converted to God, and ſanttified by his SPIRIT. 


When Gop e ous Ss he a and Ways 
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düt Hearts. And though this Aeli may be 


truly ſaid to g0 before that continued Santtfication, 
by which we are kept in a State of Grace, and Favour 
with Gop, yet it cannot, in order of Time, be ſaid 
to go before thar ecke Oper nen of the divine 
Spirit, by which Faith is planted in the Heart, and 
we become New. Creathres. 
ierten oi kiind #5 Ah 4.” aa # 44 4 bs 
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reared for Death, let i come in whar Shape, and in 
what Time God pleaſe." For there is 
10 Condemnation to them which are thus Rom, viii. 1. 


We r thin e's Jeg we oy lb 


united to CHRIST by Faith, who walk, 
not after the Fleſb, but after the Spirit. 


Bor if we conceive of a prompt Readineſs in Di- 
ſtinction to an habitual Meetneſi, then the Servant 
of CHRIST is prepared to die, when he has anſwer- 
ed the Ends of Life, diſcharg'd faithfully his 
Work, or fiaiſbed his Courſe with Foy, and ordered 


his Affairs as becomes one leaving this World. to 


ar before the Fudgment Seat of CHRIST; and 


when, with a due Improvement of preſent Time, 


yet, weary of the Fleſh and of the World, the In- 


firmities of Nature, the Afflictions and Temptations 


of this Life; and Toils of à ſpiritual Warfare, he is 
willing ro depart. or is filled with a holy Ardor of 
Soul, n ter the Perfection of the Fuſt, who 
enjoy the Bearifick Viſion. The Soul thus favour- 
ed of Heaven may triumph in the Spirit and Words 
of St. Paul, O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, 
where is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and the 
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th of Sin is the Law; but Thanks be to GoD who 
us the Viftory through the Death and Reſurrec- 
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ence) . D ratitude, withour 
1 TOR 


out any e tc: 1. Warrant from Seripture; ſo, for Meg 
0 Preten $0, any arher Ground of their Obedience, 
whatever. Name they may call it, that is excluſive 
8 
it 19 Ane to 
n Frmpenſtiti, ot Will their Rule. 
143 NS JI. Yo? * Xe > 
* 15 HERE are neee who talk Ft ae Obedicacs 
the Precepts pf, Chriſt, who. will not yeriown 
as the ſipreme, Lord of their Faculties, or in- 
Wide ine bene e real Suljection of their 


and Conſciences unto his nmedüate Airtbority, | 


25 that ave Lavgiver who is able; to ſave and to 
But this is to.xob 0b Chriſt of all Obedience and Sub- 
jection unto him. Upon this Scheme Men can have 
no other View to his Power or Authority than the 
had to tbr of Moſes, in ſubmirting to his In- 
1rutions, . They.may indeed imagine him inveſted 
with, a bightr Degree of, ſubordinate Authority, as his 
Capacities are; larger, or to be appointed to promulge 
the Laws pf Gop to a greater Number of Subjects 
or, as one expreſſes it, to be a GOD to ee 
Syiem.: But all chis makes no eſſentiala! 
Difference between Him and Moſes, Cen. vii. . 
(who alſo was ads 4 God,) as to the 
Kind of their Authority. Tbe Law Ch.iv, 6. 
. dy him is not abſolutely 

5, nor receives its binding Authority from. FER 
but from his Principal, Nor are the Subjects to 


whom theſe Laws. gre given, his Subjects in an abſo- 


lute Senſe, but the Subjects of another, to whom * 
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dad they are equally ſubject. And in yieldi obe: 
| 2202 cbele Ile it is not hir 2 that 


directly binds their Conſciences, but the Authority 
of d higher Pow#;"whoſe Swubſtitete he is. The 
Evidences of his vine Commiſſion may indeed ob- 


ge them, to receide as the Laws of Gad. whatever | 


h declares to be ſuch; and the "fame Obligation 2 
An ii. upon the Iſtaelitet with Reſſ 

+, 1 am.  Aoſes, When the Tribes were gathe 15 
Nee aber e he commiatided them a Law. 


| But t we they obey him in no other Senſe than 


theſt'obeyed Moſes ; that is, they really yield no O- 
bedience to him, but- to the Authority of Gop the 
Father by which he acted. Such only are the religi- 
dus Regards, which ſome, who Vould be eſteem'd 
the Refiners of ' 6ur Faith, think proper to be paid 
to our bleſſed Tory. And yet, Which is ſtrange, 


thoſe very Perſons, who would thus diveſt him of 


all-abſolnte and underived Authority in himſelf, do on 
other Occaſions, and to ſerve other Purpoſes, pre- 


tend to be great Aſſertors of the Jae: appr f 


Ame Church. icht 409% 

Bur he challinghs'c more Yhen this Be us; that, 
without any Limitation, vt honour him even as we 
honour the Furher. Which we can never do upon any 
truly rational or religious Principle, unleſs we be- 
lieve him to be on God with the Father. He requires 
of us that we obey him as or Lon and our God, 


and that our Obedienee be determi d by his abſolute 


Authority, and: * Juriſdiction, as having in 
himſelf a Righ ive un to the Intellect, the 
Mall, and e 1 ch fall under his Cognizance, 


with a Power to protect, and reward the Gbedient, 
and puniſh the Difobedient eternally, according to 
his Will, which is the Rule of Righteouſneſs, and 
of 5 And if ve. 8205 indeed thus K. 
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lim, the Argument of his Authority, which, in thẽ 
reſent Caſe, is indiſputable, will be of the greateſt 
Weight with us, an prompt us to a preſent and rea- 
dy Compliance. Eſpecially confidering that he. has 
enjoin'd us to auh, not merely as an Inſtance of his 
Authority, but as the moſt proper Means to ſecure our 
eee ee ee 
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II. AxorHRER Argument to enforce this Duty. 
is taken from our not ing the preciſe Time in which 
we muſt give an Account of ourſelves unto God, which 
renders it extremely hazardous to negle& our Work, 
or give Way to Sloth. Watch ye therefore, for 3e 
know not when the Maſter of the Houſe cometh. 


: 
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THE Argument is applicable to Deathand Judgment! 
That we are mortal, 45 know not the oy our 
Diſſolution, is what all Men know and confeſs: 
Vet there is nothing that the greateſt part of Men 
ſeem more to forget, or need more frequently to be 
put in Mind of. Though they ſee Death triumph- 
ing in all its Shapes, over Mankind, yet they are 
unwilling to believe, or to act as if they believ'd. 
that they themſelves are under its Power, and evei 
Moment liable to its. Arreſts. | In like manner that 
God will jadge the World in Righteouſneſs, is a Doc- 
trine that ſeems to have been receiv'd in all Gene- 
rations, and is ſo fully brought to light by the 
Goſpel, that be. muſt at once be an Atheiſt, and an 
Infidel, who calls it into Queſtion. Yet how thought- 
leſs are Men of that great Day of the Revelation of 
the righteous Judgment of God, which ſhall diſcloſe 


the. Secrets of all Hearts! And therefore, the onl 


wiſe. God, who knoweth how to addreſs our mae. : 
in the moſt effectual manner, to awaken our ſleepy 
Powers, and rouſe up all the Affections of the Soul, 


frequently calls us to the Conſideration of our mor- 
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pended on themſthies, chat 

not what ſhall be on the * that 
their Life is as a Vi r, reareth for 4 little 
— then” U thei Times: nd 
Sexfans anc: as and that in an Bur 
in auliah m are' 1 aweres their Suu muy b 6b 
of ] Aan cm a: 22 oper Argument” Be 
co. Ke ue thro! ET Purpaſer 
————— A. Value and 
Tai Mars Lie is in a \perpe un bm 
He dies daily. He cometh 7 as 4 

Jobair. G6, | Hlnuer and 5s cut” dum: N fleeth' alſo. 

5 40 t 1.487 '4 Shadow, and: continueth not. 
Days! are deems, and the Number of his Months 57. 
— which ber e Hes _— are 22 
beyond cannot paſs 8 aocon 

MasrER will turn: him off. ac. is not this 15 
awak'ning Conſideration? ' n- un 
Tu 3 Life is the only Time of Did "al 
lotted unto Men. There is no'probationary State in 
the World of Spirits. There good Men are free 
fromall the Cares and Dangers of Warfare, and*the 
Wicked: out of all Capacities of doing any Wake 

that may be" ſerviceable to their ſpiritual Welfire. 

Here only it is that Men lay up Treaſnres for Eterni 

In this World we are entruſted with Talents that ire 
improvable unto the Glory of Go, and our own 
reateft Gad. Deatk puts an End'to this improve” 
Truſt. We are no longer Stewards.” It is then 
too late to prepare for Judgment, for we ſhall be 
Judged accorxling to what 17e haue dum in the Body, 
7 be Goods: i whether"it- be Euii If in uns 
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4 bite Men myleft the great Safvation; they are, in 
1 ſeparate State, uncapable of any Benefit from 
= the Redemption that is in Onkrsr. The WorD was 

= madeFleſh, and ſhed" his precious Blood for embodied 

Souls ; "and it may as reaſonably be expected that 

Ppoſtare Angels ſhould be redeemable by him, as thoſe 
naked Spirits who in their embodied State aefpiſed the 
Blood of rhe Covenant. Briefly, Men ſhall continue 
anatrerably 1 in that State in w ich Death finds them, 
Whether in the Favour. of Gop, or under his Dif 
pleafure, holy or unholy. r 
aud Chance happen unto” all. He who one Eccleſ. ix. 1 = 
Day is deemed unfortunate and miſera- 3 
ble, may in the next Turn of Providence be ad- 
vanced to 2 profperous and hononrable State, whilſt 
another defcends to his Meanneſs. But Death fixes 
our Condition in Homur or Diſhonowr, Glory or 
Shame, unutterable Foy, or remedilefs Pain, fave on- 
ly that ' theſe admit of Increaſe. And is not this 4 
perſuafive Motive to Watchfwlnefs and Diligence in out 
dppoimed Work, ſince the neglefed Time, may be the 
critical and eremptory Time, beyond which there 
is no more wity. Now. is the Day 
Salvation. To Day, Ae de if ye hear "hi Heb. iit, 
Voice, harden not your Hearts, te of be fi 
mn his Wrath, that ye ſpall not enter into 70 Ref. 


2. Nor ought we to I'D lefs affected with 4 
Senſe of the laſt ent, When Soul and Body ſhall 
be united, and be joint Partakers of eternal Rewards, 
or Preniſhments. It is certain that a particular Fudg* 
ment, or what is equivalent to it, paſſes one Souls 
immediately as they depart out of the Body. From 
henceforth they are comforted, or tormented ; 552 with 
CRHRTsT, or by the Doom, of an ir revocable Curſe 
excluded his beatifick Preſence, and conſigned to a 
State of utter Darkneſs, and conſcious Horrors. But 
che full and final RECOMPENCES are reſerved * 

F 1 the 


- — 


Fs © 
the laſt Day, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall. be revealed 
3 from Heaven, with his mighty Angels, 
2 Theſ.i. 7, 10. in flaming Fire, to take Vengeance on 
+...» them that know not God, and obey not 
the Goſpel, and to be admired in all them that believe. 
That ſuch a Day will come, that CHRIST ſhall be 
the a TR that his Appearance will be dread-. 
6 ful, and that with the exacteſt Propor- 
Rev. xxii. 12. tions, he will give ro every an accord- 
ing as his Work, ſhall be, are certain, for 
theſe are the true Sayings of God : But of the Day 
and Hour when he 2 come, no Man knoweth, no 
not the Angels of Heaven. His Coming is there- 
fore always repreſented as awful, ſudden, and une x- 
pected, to engage Men to the utmoſt Diligence and 
Watchfulneſs, and make them dread the Thoughts of 
being found unprepared for it. Felix trembled when 
St. Paul — with him of the Judgment to come. 
How then will 25 ful Sinners, and Apoſtates tremble, 
when they ſee and feel this Judgment, and their own 
Conſciences are arm'd againſt them with ten thou- 
ſand Stings of Scorpions, to avenge the once deſpis'd 
Dignity and Authority of the righteous Judge? 
The Solemnities of that great Day, in which the 
Creator and Lord of all Things ſhall ere& his 
Throns of Fudgment, viſible to every Creature, with 
a burning World under his Feet, cannot but be ſur- 
rizing, for a Time, to all that behold it; but it will 
(of horribly dreadful to the Vubelieving and Impeni- 
tent, who with the utmoſt Conſternation will 
Rev. vi. cry to the Mountains to fall upon them, fly in- 
to the Clefis of the Rocks, and the Caves of the 
_- Earth, for Fear of the Lord, and the Glory of his Ma- 
Jeſty, when he ariſeth ro ſhake terribly the Earth. 
LoRD, who knoweth the Power of thine Anger? Ac- 
cording to thy Fear, and beyond all the Viſions of 
Horror that can preſent themſelves to guilty Mortals, 
i thy Wrath! For the Day of the Lord is ven * 
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le, who can abide it! A Day of Wrath, 4 Joel ii. 11. 

1 Day of ee ay” (to the Un- | 
godly) a Day of Waſting and D:ſolation; but in 
which the Righteous will lift up their Heads with 
Boldneſs and ſoy, to celebrate the Equity of the 
2? . dread Tribunal. And can we look for ſuch a Day, 

without paſſing the Time of our ſojourning here in Fear, 

and concluding with qurſelves, - x Os 5 
Manner of Perſons we ought to be in all 2 pet. iii. 4. 


Me holy Converſation and Godlineſs ? 


i FREQUENT and ſerious Thoughts on theſe Things, 
 realiz'd by Faith, would make us conſtant and ear- 

neſt in the Service of Cop, and zealous for his 
Glory; juſt, merciful, and charitable towards Men; 

Circumſpect in our whole Conduct; moderate and 

fell denied in the Uſe of allowed Pleaſures, and earth- 

1 oy Enjoyments ; ſincerely humble and penitent for 

=: Sin; deeply ſenſible of the Neceſſity of an Intereſt 

in Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs; diſengag'd from 

the Love of this World, and unconcern'd with its 

Fears or Loſſes; heavenly in our Propenſions and 

Reſolutions ; patient in Tribulation, and even joyful 

when perſecuted or reproach'd for the Sake of 

> CunisT. Watch therefore, for ye know not when the 

Maſter of the Houſe cometh, And this leads to a 


IIIA AxGument with which this Charge is ſpirited 
viz. the gracious Sentence of CHRIST, 
pronouncing them BLESSED who ſin- Luke xii.37,38. 
cerely com ly with it. Bleſſed are thoſe 
Servants 5 12 the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watch» 
ing. And if he ſhall come in the ſecond, or came in the 
third Watch, and find them [0, bleſſed are thoſe Servants, 
This is the Deciſion of the eternal Judge. WE may 
concelve of this Sentence, as partly executed in this Life; 


for tho many Ingredients neceſſary to a compleat Hap- 
 gineſs are wanting here, yet the Saints and faithful 
3 E 2 | | 


5 We —— — 


Servants 


— we 2 « 


ITY 
paratively bleſſed in. their preſent Condition; as they 
are preferr'd to the Choice Favour of God, delivered 
from the Curſe and Bondage of the Law, ſpeaking 
Mab, from the e Sin and Satan, an 
Nom. iv. 7. tranſlated into the Kingdom of God's dear Son. 
Acts iii. 26. They are bleſſed in having their Sins cos. 
vVvVeoered. in being turned every one from his 
Iniquities, and taken into Gop's Family and Houſ- 
hold, as his Friends and Favourites, his Sons and 
Daughters. This make their Condition, even in this 
Vale of Tears, to be a Condition of Peace, and Con- 


tentment, and often of Gladneſi. Being | 
t 


Rom. v. 1, 2, juſtiſ d by Faith, we have Peace wi 
Sao, through our Lord Feſwus Chriſt, and 
rejojce in the Hope of the Glory of God. The ſu- 
preme Felicity of Heaven conſiſts in Communion 
with God, in beholding and admiring bis Glory, in 
being as like him, and as wear to him, as our limited 
Natures, then wholly purified, and ſanctified, can 
admit of. And have the Saints 20 Share of that 


Blaſſedueſi in this Life? Truly their Fellow- 


+ Joh. i. 3. ſhip is with the FATHER, and with his Son 
3 1 s Chriſt. They kyow God, they love 
him, and delight in him as their greateſt Good, tho* 
they have not yet attained to the cleareſt Knowledge, 
the inoſt perfect Love, or the moſt ſatisfying Deli E 
They are ſanctified but in Part, nevertheleſs they 
aue received from God a ne, even a di- 
2. Pet. i. 4. vine Nature, having eſcaped the Pollution: 
5a are in the World through Luſt. And 
tho' they haye not yet experienced thoſe joyful Ide 


hat flow from the bearifick, Van, yet they taſte ud 


fee thaz the. Lord is gracicus and know ſo much of his 
Per jections, Works, and Caunſeh, as refreſhes them in this 
Wilderness of their Pilgrimage, and makes them long 

alter a full Frrition. Briefly, tho their Adoption is 
JJ%%%%%%C%fWWWWWCCTCÄßõßßfCCCũͥ Sor IRS -*, "1 
4 4 4 44% { Mii Y4$*: v7 4 $ 3. „ „ & #3) 


= * * * 
d : * : * * 5 — E > 
2 4 «< s us << — 
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reſtion, yet it is real. Now we are the Sons of 


' not-conflummre, nor will be till the Ra- Ich. ill a. 
God, And great is the Happineſs, toon Comfort 


of this State, when an inward Senſe of the Love of 


God ir ſhed abroad into the Heart by the Holy Gheſt 


given to u, and the Spirit itſelf. beareth Witneſs to our 
Spirits that 2e are the Children of God. Theſe are 


the. ſpiritual Rewards and Fruits of Faith, the begin- 
ning of God's 


Fudgment with Believers. The Com- 


. forts of this State are continued, felt, and enjoyed in 
Proportion to the Increaſe and Strength of our 
Faith, and the lively Exerciſe of other Graces. The 


more diligently. we watch, and pray, and labour, the 
more ſtedfaſtly we keep the Faith of Feſus, and the 
Conmanaments of our God, the greater will our Evi- 


dence of our Adoption be, the more will God love 


us, and manifeſt himſelf unto us. 


Tus far of the Firſt-Fruits of our Inheritance, the 
Poſſeſſion of which is entred upon at Death. Then 
the Sentence of CyRIsT will take place in a more 
excellent Manner than our State in this World ad- 


mits of. Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of 


Heaven, but the diſlodged Soul of a Believer, waſh- 
ed in the Blood of CHRIST, and having obtained a 
final Victory over Sin, Satan and the World, is pre- 
pared and qualified for it, and ſhall be preſented by 
Chriſt, and his holy Augels, pure and blameleſs be- 
fore the Throne of G O D. Bleſſed are 
the Dead which dye in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. 
reſt from their Labours, and their Works do 
follow them. They nor only ceaſe from their toil- 
ſome Labours, from the Cares, and Fears, and Dan- 
gers of a military State, from the Perſecutions, Temp- 
tations, and Afflictions to which they were liable 
on Earth, and from whatever elſe, whether of Sin, 
or its penal Effects, that could be grievous and ca- 
lamitous to them; but they are poſitively bleſſed in a 
A V State 


( 38) 


State of joyful Activity, and Fruition. Death con- 
ſigns them to their Father's Houſe, and whatever Man- 
fon is there allotted to them, the Place is happy, and 
full of Comfort, without any Senſe of Evil. There 
they familiarly converſe, not only with their Fellow 
Spirits, made perfect, who once were their 
Rev. i. 9. Companions in Tribulation, and in the Kingdom 
and Patience of Feſus Chriſt, but with the An- 
gels themſelves, thoſe glorious Citizens and Narives of - 
Heaven, who attend at the Throne of God, who are 7 
intereſted in their Happineſs, and ro whom they are 
united under CHRIST, their common Heap. In 
this State, in the jayful Preſence, and under the 
a Protection of their dear Redeemer, they are in no 
Fear or Danger of the ſecond Death, and have perfect 
Aſſurance of the Reſurrection of their Bodies to eter- 4 
nal Life, and of the Reward of erernal Glory at the F 
laſt Day. Then their Happineſs ſhall have its full 4 
and final Accompliſhment, and vaſtly tranſcend all 5 
the Ideas of Perfection and Bleſſedneſ5 that the Lan- 
guage of Mortals can convey, or themſelves re- 
ceive. | | 
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O ux Belief of theſe Things is founded on the 
moſt infallible Principle of Truth and Certainty, the 
Nord of Gop, and the Teſtimony of IEs us; who by 
his own Death hath merited this Reward for his 
faithful Servants, and by his Reſurrection from the 
Dead, hath” given us an Aſſurance of obtaining it. 
Only, we muſt by a holy Change of Nature, and a 

patient Continuance in well doing, be firſt qualified for 
it, becauſe without Holineſs no Man can ſee the LorD. 
Bleſſed are thoſe Servants whom the Lord when he 


| cometh ſhall find watching, all 
Luke xxi. 36. be counted worthy to ſtand 3 
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= of Man; that is, they are ſanctify'd 
i and prepared for ſo great an Exaltation, 4 170 


AND 


| 639 


_ AnD what a mighty Argument have we here to 
ſtir us up to a. Courſe of perſevering Diligence in 
univerſal Duty? What would not a conſiderate Man, 
who firmly believes the revealed Promiſes of Gon 
concerning another Life, and knows upon the ſtrong- 
eſt Principles of Reaſon, that this World cannot af- 
ford true Happineſs, be willing and ready to do, or 
ſuffer, to obtain ſo glorious an Eſtate, as the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints in Light ? The firm Expectati- 
on of it is ſufficient to overbalance all the Fatigues 
of holy Watching. But how full a Recompence will 
the Poſſeſſion be? When indulgent Sinners have ſlept 
away their precious Time, prodigally waſted their 
Talents, deſpiſed the Goodneſs of God that leads to Re- 

ance, and, by a monſtrous Perverſion, turned bis 
Grace into Laſciviouſneſs, they ſit down in the End 
with bitter Reflections on their Stupidity and Fol- 
ly. How unconcerned ſoever they were in their 
Proſperity, about the laſt and chief End of Man, when 
Death comes, their 4iſery will awaken them. And 
then nothing will remain to them, but Treaſures of 
unpardoned Guilt, of Shame, and Remorſe, and Confu- 
ſion, and horrible Deſpair of ever enjoying Good, or 
being freed from Evil, with direful Preſages, and 
dreadful Expectations of that fiery Indignation, and 
torturing Wrath. which will compleat \ A ever en- 
during Pain, in curſed Fellowſhip with the Devil and 
his Angels. Even in this Life, the boldeſt Sons of 
Belial have, now and then, their Intervals of Reflecti- 
on, in which they feel the Beginnings of thoſe eter- 
nal Sorrows. Bur the watchful Chriſtian has a hap- 
pier Poet, and reaps other Fruit. He is not on- 
ly free from all rormenting Fears, but can, with a 
glorified Joy, realize his Maſter's Coming. He can 
without Emotion, except what raiſeth his Soul to 
Heaven, refle& on a Lil influenc'd by the Grace of 
God, led in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, and ſpent 


IN 


| 
| 
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Not only Atheiſts, and Mien infeted wi 


(40 ) 
in the Work of the Lord, with an unfei 
nation to his Glory. Mach therefore, 2 the Foun- 


tain of all Bleſſedneſs ſaith, Be I conve is 4 Thiefi 
Bleſſed is he that "watcheth, and lerpeth his Garments 


ft he walk, nated, avd 2 222 his Shane. 


ed Deſiga 


* 
7 
: 


(Len me, * See e in che View of 
this oregoing Arguments, Ex to 4 di 

and faithful Proſecution of your great 2 neceſſary 5 
whilſ® improveable Time and Talents, with "etna 
Albans fc Graze, are Continued to Jou. . 


Dares is the Medning of CarrsT"'s Words. To 
this End it is that he commands all his Diſciples to 
watch. And if ever the Charge. was ſeaſonable, it 

is ſo in our ſecure and flee y Age . in which Mit 
fam to forget what fort of Beings they * and a he 
what noble z the great Creator 


fay, with the Scoffers of old, Where is the be Promiſes of 
He ? The World hath continned as it is from the 
DS al there is no Appearance that the Faſhion 

— ll paſs paſs away; but many who profeſs the 
Truch do yer, by their profligate, or worldly Con- 
verſations, ſeem to contemn all Indications of a fu- 


ture State; and the moſt are remiſs and careleſs, and 


apt to be kd away, by a thouſand Impediments, 
from purſuing their laſt and chiefeſt Good. Few do 
really believe thefe Things, and fewer retain a live- 
Impreſhon of what they profeſs to believe, upon 
Ges þ Hearts. It is therefore an unſpeakable Mercy 
of Gon, that they are ſo clearly reverted to us, 
and ſo frequently urged upon our Conſciences, that 
the conſtant View of them may at laſt conſtrain us. 
God not only declares our Duty, and requires our 
Obedience, by plain and poſitive Precepts, * aſ- 
ures 


* 


if 
41 


* 


4 


dy to 1 our Accounts with Foy. That we may 
anſwer th 


_ 


* 


for the Maſtery. This is no indifferent Thing. 
St. Paul F. erance with, the ſub: 
limeſt Chriſtian Graces, Be ſober (or 1 Cor ix. a7. 
vigilant ) grave, temperate, ſound in Taitb. 
in Charity, in Patience, And he himſelf kepe Tir. i. 5, 
under his Body, "and brought it into Suba _ 
jection, leſt, after all his Labours, he ſhould be a Caſt- 
away, or as one diſapprov'd of God. The great 
Contraries to watching, are Vnbelief, Impenitence, and 
Hardneſs of Heart, the Luſts of Senſuality, worldly 
Coverowſneſs, and Ambition; to which we may ad 
the Society of prophane and atheiſtical Wretches, 
who are Satan's Miniſters to advance his Kingdom, 
and to decoy the ſecure and ſimple into 
his Snares. fa Man purge himſelf from 2 Tim. ii. 2 1. 
theſe, he ſhall be a Veſſel unto Honour, ſanfti- 

fied and meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepared unto 
every good Work, And to this End it becomes us, 


+ & ©» 


(.) To be affected with the Excellency and Dig- 
nity of tlie Chriſtian Name, than Which no Motive 
can F to engage a Believer, diligently to 
watch. againſt every Thing that might alperſe ſo 
exalted a_Privilege, as that of being counted worthy 
of God's Calling, and Adoption. W. e en 
we Requently exhorted to walk wor- Col; i, 10, &c. 
the l 


thy of the Lord, being fruitful in every 
| Js gy G 


good 
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(42) 
good Work ; that our Converſation be as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and that we would walk worthy 
of God, who hath called us to his Kingdom and Glory. 
There is a Worthineſs of Merit Which ſome proudly 
pretend to; but this the Apoſtle, in many Places, 
rejects; as unſuitable to that Senſe which we ought 
to have of our own Sins, and of the Grace of GOD, 
and of the Merits of CHRIST: And there is a Wor- 
thineſs of Congruity, ariſing from the Correſpon- 
dence there is between our Tempers and Actions, 
and the Subjects in Relation to which it is recom- 
mended. Thus a pure and heavenly Life, full of 
Faith, and good Works, is worthy of God; not 
as it merits any Thing at his Hands, or has any 
Sufficiency in it to procure the Pardon of Sin, or 
Juſtification of a Sinner, but as it naturally flows 
from his Grace in us, as tt bears ſome Reſemblance 
of his Holineſs, and is becoming that Glory to which 
we are called. This Worthineſs every Chriſtian 
ſhould be ambitious of. We cannot be too ſenſible 
of the divine Goodneſs in advancing us to ſuch 
excellent Prerogatives, as being Heirs of God, and 
Joint Heirs with Chriſt, Nothing but what is pure 
and holy, great and generous, and elevated above 
2 Droſs of this Earth, can ſuit ſo great a Digni- 
y, far rm the moſt pompous Titles among 
Men, who, whilſt they kzow ot Go P, are rank- 


ed with the Beaſts that periſh. _ 


(3. The ſame Conſideration ſhould diſpoſe us to 
Sincerity, and Singleneſs of Heart, which are Eſſenti- 
al to a good Conſcience. ' Theſe are oppoſed not 
only to 4 cunning Craftineſ?, and Deceit, when Men's 
Words and Actions, having a Shew of Truth and 
Reaſon, are, yet, replete with Falſhood, whereby they 
are qualified to practiſe ſucceſsful Wickedneſs, but 
to every Degree of Piſimulation and Doubleminded- 


. 


ef, in Things pertaining to God or Pfil. xxxii. 2. 


* 


* 


Men. Bleſſed is the Man inwhoſe Heart © 
there is no Guile, But with ,what Confuſion will 
 Hypocrites appear before the omniſcient Fudge, when 


their moſt hidden Views ſhall be brought to Light, 
and every Diſguiſe taken off? Their naked Defor- 
mity, moſt contrary to the Cop of Truth, will 
then be conſpicuous, to Angels and Men. And it 
will be an Aggravation of the Puniſhment of others, 
that GoD will appoint them their Portion with the 
Hypocrites. Let us therefore maintain Sincerity and 
Tinth, which is the Character of our Profeſſion. Let 
us diſdain to be governed by that fleſhly Wiſdom, 
whoſe Original is from beneath, and live with 
Singleneſs of Heart, that whatever we do, e may do 
it as unto God, who ſearcheth the Heart, and 2577 the 
Reins. The conſtant Remembrance that he is the 
Inſpector and Judge of our Actions, will be a great 
Preſervetive l all double Dealing. | 


(4.) Tx1s will alſo powerfully influence us, to a 
wiſe and careful Improvement of the Talents we are 
entruſted with by the Providence, or Grace of Gop. 
From the Parable of the Maſter travel. 
ling into a far Country, and calling his Ser- Mat. xxv. 
vants, and delivering to them Tis Goods, Luke xix. 
we may learn our Condition in this 
World, and what is expected from us, We are 
not. mere paſſive Inſtruments of the Glory of Cop, 
but Truſtees or Managers under him. To ever 
Man there is allotted ſome Province of Buſineſs 
that demands his Care and Induſtry : Somewhat, 
more or leſs, that may, and ought to be improved 
with Advantage. | There is a Difference in the 
Diſpoſitions of Providence: All have not received 
alike; but every one hath received wherewith to 
glorify God, and to be uſeful in his Sphere. And 
7 | 3 3 | every 


Godlineſs, thro” the Knowledge of him that hath called 


(44) 
every one is put in a. Capacity to improve what he 
hath received. This malt be own'd, and ought to 
be own'd with Thankfulneſs, by. thoſe who not 
only enjoy the Light of the Goſpel, but can 
plw&kbad the promis'd Influences of the hoh 


2 Pet. i. 4. Spirit, according as his divine Power hath 


given us all Things. neceſſary to Life and 


us to Glory and Virtue. Hence the unproſitable Servant 
is condemned not only as /othful, but as wickea, 
and is accordingly puniſhed : And the faithful Ser- 
vayt is rewarded in Proportion to his A and 
every one judg'd according to what he hath re- 
cerved, not according to what he did nat receive. 
Let us therefore give all Diligence in the right Ma- 
nagement of our ſeveral Truſts. We are not Pro- 


: prietors of our Lord's Goods, to diſpoſe of them at 


our Pleaſure. It is not left to us whether we ſhall 
work or not, or, whether we ſhall be fothfut or 
diligent in our Work. For, tho' we are not un- 
der the Diſcipline of Slaves, who by immediate 
Correction are kept from Idleneſs, and forcibly 
compelled to finiſh their Task in a determinate Time, 
yet, we are not left to act arbitrarily, but are un- 
der certain Rules of Conduct, which, if we pre» 
ſumptuouſly tranſgreſs, tho he bear with us long. 
and ſeem to delay his Coming, we ſhall ſuffer for 
„%%% V 
I x were eaſy to apply theſe Things to particu - 
lar Stations and cee ae in Life. They that 
are rich in this World, are, as Truſtees of the Boun- 
ties of Providence, commanded to do good, that they 
be rich in good Warks, ready to diſtribute, willing ta 
$2 coommanicate to others of «Bd 


Tim. vi. 18, 9. Wealth, laying 1 in ſtore for them. 


ſelves 4 good re againſt ti 


(45) 

Time to come, that when theſe earthly Things fail, 
they may 2 hold on eternal Life. And happy are 
they who form a 5 Principle of Love and Cha- 
rity, and Deſire of Gop's Approbation, do in this 
Manner make Friends of the Mammon of Unrigh- 
reauſucſi, ho prudently and generouſly lay out 
their Riches to the Ends for which they were en- 
truſted with them. But thoſe in char Capacity, who 
act other wiſe, bave received their Conſolation. God 
will not commit the true eternal Riches to the Truſt 
of thoſe, who are not faithful Stev - 

ards in diſpenſing the deceirfiel Riches Luke xvi. 4. 
of this World, to the Uſes for which 
they were given. 


IN like Manner Magiſtrates and Men in Power, 
are allowed of Gop to be entruſted with Authori. 
ty, not for their own Sakes, but for the Good of 
others; that they may be 4 Terror to evil Doers, 
and protect and encourage thoſe that do well, 


M1N1sSTERS are Stewards of the Ayſteries of God. 
They are to attend conſtantly on divine Miniſtrati- 
ons, or in preparing for them; they are to lalour in 
the Nord aud Doctrine, to feed, and watch over the 
Flock of God. 7 mn as 1 1 is; and — Wil- 

ingly, not uthy Lucre, but of 4 ready Mindy nei. 
ge — Lords over God's 3 as Helpe 
ers of their * and Examples to them in all God - 
. linels. They are {et for the Defence of the Goſpel, 
and it is their proper Buſineſs to maintain the Pu- 
rity of Faith and Worſhip, to preſerve their People 
from corrupt Doctrines and Converſations, and to 
oppoſe the Growth of dangerous Errors, or prevail. 
ing Vices, They are to inſtruct the Ignorant, to 
bear the Infirmities of the Feak, to confolate the 
Grigfs of tho Afitted, and to warn and rebuke the 
561751157 9 5 openly 

* 


EE ew i 
| openly ly Erroneous or Vitious, without KReſpect of Per- 
fons, without Partiality, \ and without Hypocriſy, 
not ſhunning to declare the whole Counſel of Gop. 
It behoves them therefore, of all Men, to be faith- 


ful and diligent in all the Duties of their Offce. 


They have the moſt honourabie Work allotted to 
them, tho? hard and difficult, and the higheſ# Re- 
wards propoſed for their Encouragement to Labour 
and Watchfwulneſ#; but woe unto them if they per- 
form the Work of the Lord with a careleſs Mind, 
when the Salvation of Souls is concerned in it. If 
through their if Neglect of neceſſary Inſtructi- 
on, or due Warning, or through their ill Evample, 
any are hardned in Sin, or carried away with the 
Error of the Wicked, or fall a Prey to 
Satan, God threatens to require the Blood Ezck. iii. 
of ſuch at their Hands, and the final 
Miſcarriage of ſuch unhappy Souls” will be an Ag- 
gravation of their Guilt and Puniſhment. 


Tnus Men of all Stations have their appointed 
Work and Truſt, to manage, and to account for, 
with reſpect to which it ſhould be their perpetual 
Care to approve themſelves to their Lo RD and 
Maſter at his Coming. Work therefore while it is 
Day, for the Night cometh in which no Man can work. 
Be not ſlothful in Buſmeſs, but fervent in Spirit, ſervin 
the Lox D. Conſider your Character, your 75 * 
your Proſpetts, your preſent Advantages and Oppor- 
tunities, the Uncertainty of the Time of their Conti- 
nuance,” and how much depends upon your living 
auſiverabiy to them. Ang 


(.) Tnar our Minds may be 5 
with a vigorous Senſe of theſe important Things, let 
us, in the laſt Place, call ourſelves daily to an Account, 
and try\ ourſelves in the Light of God's Word, 
A ; 1 whether 
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ſcience, which is both Witneſs and Judge of our 
Thoughts and Actions. If our Heart condemn ws 
of Hypocriſy, and wilful Diſobedi- N 
ence, GoD is greater than our Hearts, 1 John iii. 20, 21. 
and knoweth all Things: But, if af- * 

ter an impartial Search our Heart condemn not of In- 
ſincerity in our Obedience, then. have 20e Conſcience 
towards God that we are approved of him. If we are 
thus*employ'd, we ſhall find much Cauſe of Hu- 
miliation and Repentance, and be convinced how ne- 
ceſſary it is to watch and pray ahways. 


_ HavixG thus gone through the ſeveral Heads of 


Diſcourſe I promiſed to conſider in handling the 
Text, I ſhall, in what follows, ſpeak ſomewhat far- 
ther of that eminently faithful Servant of CurisT, 
whoſe Deceaſe we now lament, and who in every 
Capacity in which he ſtood, exemplified all the Dy- 
ties of holy Watching, and perſevering Diligence, in the 
Service of his LoRD and MasTER ; . an to ho- 
nou. was the chief Concern and Buſineſs of his 
Life. N 5 ; 


whether. wie are faithful or not: To this End God 
has erected in our Breaſts the Tribunal of Con- 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


I was a Practice in the primitive 

5 1 fp Charches to keep a Regiſter, or 
Lale of the NAMES of ſuch as ; 
mw adorned their Profeſſion, with a 


_ Converſation becoming the Goſpel, who 
lived and died in the Faith. Tho this Prac- 
tice was afterwards abuſed to Superſtition, 
yet the original Deſign of it ſeems to ye 
een 


A : : — 


BN. (ay) 
been juſt and laudable. To) retain an ho- 

nourable Memory of the righteous Dead, 
whereby the Living may be excited to be 
Followers of them in Faith and Patience, is 


a natural Duty, to which we are encourag d 
by Precedents and Promiſes i '-, 

Srripture. The Righteous ſball Pha ai 5. 
be mm: everlaſting Remembrante. Their Me- 
mory will be acceptable and honourable 


with Gop and Men. And the more con- 


ſpicuous their Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs 
have been, eſpecially in Stations of publick 
and extenſive Uſefulneſs, the more preci- 
ous will their Remembrance be. It would 
have been a great Satisfaction to me, and 
would have better ſecur'd the Regards due 
to ſo great and good a NAME, as that of 
worthy Mr. Robinſon, if this Work had 
been devolved upon a Perſon more cqual 
to the Subject. But as the Argument of a 
particular Hendl ſhip and Reſpett, was what 
prevailed with me to undertake it, IJ have 
not been wanting in my Endeavours, to ob- 
tain by Information from others, what my 
own perſonal Acquaintance with him (tho 
of ſeveral Years ſtanding) could not furniſh 
me with. A very worthy Perſon, who for 


a long Time has been his moſt dear and in- 


timate Friend, and ſubſervient to him in 
is Miniftry, who hereby had the beſt 
Opportunities of knowing hit thoroughly, 
has favour'd me with ſome Memoirs, and 
other Remarks, which he has allowed me 
H to 


h 


on this gg ſhall be laid in the 


have. the utmoſt Veneration for the Memo- 
ry of the Deccaſcd; | And many Things I 
can: ſay 3 of my own Knowledge. So that 
whatever other Defects may be obſerved in 
this Account, the Truth of Things may be 


relied on. Nor are the Embelliſhments of 


Art needful to ſet off a Character that has 
for many Years ſhone illuſtrious in the 
Church of Go p. What I have to offer 
follow- 
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eee MEMoirs +44 his LIFE. 


— — : ED E late 8 Ih > 4] 


= 24 min Robinſon. was born at Der- 

| by, of worthy and pious Paren- 
tage. His Mother dicd a few 
Days after her Dey of him; but Pro- 
vidence, which deſign d him for eminent 
Service in the Che” inſpekted his tender 
and infant State. As Reaſon advanc'd, his 
good Father took all proper Care to have 
his Mind rightly form, — impreſs d with 
the beſt Principles, and was ſo happy as to 
ſee in this Son, and in two more, the car- 
ly Succeſs A his Pinne e and Ex- 
ample. of 


H E had his 8 Learning under 


Mr. Ogden, a polite Scholar, and Maſter of 


a2 School in'Derby; where he made a conſi- 
derable Progreſs in the Latin, Greek, and 
Heron nes, I aj v ſoon engen 

71) rom 
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fram thence to the Care of the late Reve- 
rend Mt. John Woodhouſe, then of Sherriff- 
Hults, with whom he went thro” his ac. 
demital Studics, and whom he afterwards 
ſucceeded as Paſtor in this Chureh, accor- 
ding-to What Mr. Woodhouſe himſelf wiſſi d, 
1 before his Death, recommended him, 


particularly to 3 as r ſuitable to his 
People. 


Arrk ſome Years Continuance with this 
worthy Perſon, that he might proſecute his 
Studies (being then devoted to the Mini- 
ſtry) with the beſt Advantage that Provi- 
dence,” at that Time, laid open to him, he 
removed into the Family of Sir John Gell, 
where he kept up Family Religion, and ap- 
ply'd himſelf to ſevere and cloſe Study; ob- 
ſerving an Abſtemiouſneſs, as to Roereation 
and Diet, more than Was conducive to 
Health, and which he was wont to ſay, 
laid the Foundation of thoſe ſtomatiek Diſ- 
orders, and Loſs of Appetite, under which 
he labour d ever after. © Here he became per- 
ſonally acquainted with that great and good 
Man, the Reverend Mr. Richard Baxter; 3 
for whom, many Years after, he wrote an 
accurate and learned PLEA, in, anſwer to an 
infitmated Charge of: Sormianiſm. FF 


HE after wers enbrae d an Weisen to 
Mr. Samuel Saunderes of Normanton, 
Phete, as dE n he was very 
: | -— uſctul, 


e 
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uſeful; and much reſpected.” The Conver- 
ſation of the Family, and 4 valuable Libra- 
| ry, rendred-his Settlement in this Place very 
pleaſant to him. Here alſo he exerciſed his 
publick Miniſtry, in Turn with ſeveral o- 
thers *; the Country round about reſorting 
to him in great Numbers from nineteen 
Pariſhes) many of whom ſpeak of his La- 
bours among them to this Day, with the 
higheſt Eſteem, and moſt affeQtionate Regard 


0 his Memory. 
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Mx. Haunderr a and Mr. Robinſon 
himſelf altering his Condition, he removed 


to Findern in Derby June = 3 


HE was ſolemnly dulv a: to che Wark 8 
f the Mmiſtry, October rom O 1688, in Com- | 
pany with his moſt eſteemed Friend, the Re- 
verend Mr. Nathaniel Oldfield, long ſince 
with Gop. The Senſe he had of the In- 
portance of that ſacred Truſt, and with what 
Awe, and Scriouſneſs of Spirit he entered 
upon it, will beſt appear from his own Words 

on that Occaſion; which are theſe that follow. 
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LAST of all, I, who am /eſs than the 
« leaſt of all Saints, was devoted to the WW 
ce Work and Service of God, and Souls. 
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1 ; Ern Fey 2 HnSip in what Man: 


e of Go D, 
that you 
< chores my. Or dination 4 — ſerioully up- 
©0899 SPitic, whenever I have. too great 

e en Indifferency to the Work of my 
% MASTER, and to prevent, or help againſt 
, Coldneſs, and Heartleſſneſs, in, and be- 
fore every Sermon. Remember me, wHo 
ec ſends me, upon what Errand, with what 
4 a dreadful Charge of requiring the Blood 


EQ Souls at my Hands, that periſh, thro” 


„ my Unfaithfulneſs. Remember me, of 


« his encouraging Promiſes of Succeſs, at 


vc leaſt of perſonal Salvation, if faithful. 
This I charge you with, that you charge 


tit not on me xeflectingly, when it may 
<, grate upon me. Wk cannot ** ere 5 10 
me. l We \ | 
n 

580 * and SO 2 Cain with 
Ge op and Conſcience, was followed with 
many Self Reſearches, of which the fol- 


lowing are à few-Inſtanc 


Such a Time (he ſays: in one Place) 
«1 found my. Heart gricy'd for Sin, and 
4 Go made my Sorrows to abound. The 
* LorD keep me true to my Engagements 

"with him that Evening.” And in 
„ Such a Day I humblcd my 
as fol Gon, on a ſpecial * 


(55) 
+ May L. neyer forget the Tranſactions chat 
,chen: paſſed between him and me.“ And 
Nhat great Fluctuations, upon 

**ſerious\Recolledtion, do:I find in my ſpi- 
<«;ritual State and Courſe? What Ups-a _ 

«: Downdt: what Heats: and F teri r. 

i 0 on 17 55 

Inus. ſetring out, it men pearl he wah 
in earneſt with God: And tho the Times 
were then diſcouraging, he went to the ut- 
moſt of his Power, into the moſt diffuſtvs 
Uſefulneſs. His Labours wexe not confin d to 
his own particular Charge, but extended 10 
divers other Places. He, and Mr. Oldfield 
abovemetitioned, ſet up and ſupply d many 
Lectures, and ſome of them at very incon- 
venient N 
the Obligations that lye upon Minifters, to 
A in x the Work of the LorD. Aar, 


Hi I'S 'Leknhing and 80 Senſe, his nia? 


fected Picty, and obliging Carriage, ſoon made 
him known to many worthy Gentlemen; 


Clergy, and others, from whom he had fuch 


Offers of Preferment in the National C hurt 


as were not to be reſiſted upon Humor, or 


Faction, or from any other Prinkiphe bur 
70 of PRE Conſcience: . 


Ar Aid he ſet 10 x private Grams 


mar School, in the Year 1693; for vhich he 
was cited into the Biſhop of Litchfield and 
Coventry's Court. But that Trouble was 


ſoon 


ances. So ſenſible was he off 
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ſoon over upon his perſonal Application to; 
and Acquaintance with the: learned and re- 
nowncd Dr. Lloyd, Biſhop of that Dioceſs, 
aftewards ittanſlatcd to the-See-of iYorce 
Here, that good Biſhop. condeſcended to an 
amicable. Debate with Mr: Rabinſon upon 
his Nonconformity, which, tho begun in 
due Time, (as the Biſhop's Age; and State 
of: Health gert. laſted, between them: 
ſelves;; till two in the Morning. Mr. Ro- 
 binſon was diſmiſs d with particular Marks 
of Favour from that great Prelate, who was 
pleaſed afterwards to hold a Correſpondenca 
with him in Writing; the Memoirs of 
which. are Eng: Mr. Robinſon s oh ares 


'Þ & 


”1 + i 


© Anour: this Time, if not oorigh, — be 
came: acquainted with the great and venc- 
rable Mr. HowE, who ſoon diſcern'd his 
ſolid Judgment; his ready Penetration, the 
Seriouſneſs of his Spirit, with his Fervour 
and Earneſtneſs in divine Things; and pleaſ- 
ing himſelf with the Proſpect of great Ser- 
vice to the Church of Gon, from the Mi. 
ſery, and other Labours, of a Perſon in 
Vvhom there was ſuch a rare Conjunction of 
all neceſſary Endowments, was unwilling 
he ſhould remain in ſo remote and obſcare 
a Place as Findern, and reſolved to embrace 
the firſt e e of ere him nearer 


* 


ſtant and diligent in his Work, ſo G05 


thr) 
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7 Hndern ng wis ealled to W er. 
ein Berkſhire, where Mt. Howx) 322 
previiled with him to accept of an Invitarion 
— chat People, met him, and ſertted him 
mong them, with à Solemnity peculiar to 
wry Here he exerciſed his publick Mi. 
niſtry, with great Acceptance for ſeven Years, 
And in 1696, ſet up a private Academy, at 
the eàrneſt Requeſt of His Brethren in thoſe 
Parts. This procur'd him ſome Enemies. 
And Complaint being made of him to that 
great Ornament of the Church of E 
the exdellent Biſhop Burnet, he was ſent for 
by kde "Biſhop, in \ his Progiteſ, on à Viſita- 
tion; throngh Ha unger ford. Mr. Robinſt 
waited" In his Tedhip at his Lodgings, 
and gave him ſuch Satiafattion, both as to 
chat Undlertaking, and his Nonconformity, 
38 laid the Foundation of a good Under- 


ing, and kind wende. det wren them 
ever 3 0 


£1 146 " : 


5 A 8 koh was well [OY fob," nd eon 


bleſſed him with Succeſs. He brought up 
many for the Miniftry, ſome of whom Are 
ſtill uſeful in the Chureh; tho others, er- 
ther Death prevented, or a dubious State of 
Health, hath at preſent preſcinded from pub- 
lick Service. He was at that Timè alſo a 
Guide to many younger Miniſters ſettled in 


the neighbouring Parts, who, in private. 
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Conferences, and on more oublick Occaſi- 


ons, 9 ially⸗ cheür QuarzeclyMedzings at 


handle a: Theſis O ſome. thealogioal Argus 
mant, at: which Mx: Robinſon was excellent) 
receiyid-,that, Light! from; him, AVhich Was 
geatly; henefigial to themſelves ang; this 


Hearers. 73} 40} fl 1993; AI. 18 (1114 F es 


1 NW 216911 6 Gi 51 -Dod i- fit bu 
ee om their firſt Ac⸗ 
quaintance kept his Eyę upon him pnd gew 
in his; Eſteem of him, dong d to have him 
Beater to himſelf > And: Providence giving 


the Opportunity, he: came to Landon, and 


6 you know.) ucceędedi the Reverend 
ro 0.DH 0 bsc in the paſtoral; Offies 


| here: Many; of you'nemember what, Many 


Her f Entrance hc had among qu, ther tf 
Was not in main, His Ebortations]j were 
20 af W nor in Guile, but as he ut 
ahead, of Gon te b put in Truſt with 
4 Theſ. ü. 43 5 Goſpel amongſt you, even . 

he ſpale not ar pleaſing Men, but 
PEN gien our! earls og; Hor neither 
b R 1 he ſattering Words, as ve 
os Jr; & N Covetouſneſs: Nor of 


Gor), heither of you, nat 

At af at 4 ths 14 an 1 riea 
and che 1755 47 e ah 9h i e 
Hou 7 2. 4 W 0 
WS 04 %. You untq 
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on dr Sd fla 21 and orga 
A NInt as vou W ung kw gel 
onatth1deſironsi' he M of your Salvation; { 
haw bu, and juſity;' and unblameably he 
bubu himſelf among: you; ſo it cannot but 
beocomfortàble to you: to reflect, that when 
he! preach d unto you he Goſpel af: God, 
his Labour were accompanied with the Ef- 
ficacy f, divine; race. Sinners have been 
here — 3 the Error of their May, 
and their Souls ſuu d from Deaihhi the tew 
born Chriſtian cheriſhed) and improved in 
ſpiritual -Keowledge: rand:; Life; the * 
ſtrengthent da the rrembling and doubting Soul 
hang re: the 7. 25 50 1 reſcued ; and the 
Saint fortified and prepared to 
ens Vic that laſh Enemy that ſhall 
be"deſtroyed. © Many of theſo he livid-ro-ſee 
get the Start of him, andi firſt enter upon 
the heavenly Reward, and would often ſpeak 
of them;:and the Uſefulneſs: of his Mini- 
ſtry to them, with great Jarisfaction, as of 
Others, (fil: left, with great Hope. b Look ru 
ur ſeluns, therefore, that ye-loſe not thoſe 
Thi hinge which; under Gop, e and you 
thaverwnought,:or gain d. ho- 3 5 10 
Newer tranſgreſſeth, and a. e 
Hidoth- not in the Dottrine' of Chrift,: hath 
not: Cha. He that ubideth in the ' Dat» 
zrine nf Chriſt, , he hath both the Father, 
and upbe San. Time was when he) and 
younhaver Jung s. aud pd u, and Halen, 
normemoany zeil, Nin, 397% bn vis 
Ann . I | 
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and Wept t gether, but it ſhall be ſo no 
more. The Sermons you have heart from 


him, the Sabbarhs you have ſpent t with him; 
are now over. Oh may they never bè loſt; 
as they are gone. He, happy Saint! is m] 
wich Gov. All Tears are wip'd away froni 
his Eyes all Sorrows are departed from his 
On and /he-isemploy'd in ſerapbict Mi. 
ies, full of Zeal and? Joy, before the 

rone of Glory.” But yod are ſtillo in an 
| _ World, in which it ir our Yroaveſt Pris 
rilege that iyon enjoy the upted Mi. 
of the "Golpet; and have Acceſs, with 
holy Fear and T ito the Throze of 
Grace. Remember therefore, ant hbld - faſt 
vat von have Heard and recrived tliat you 
may not fail of that fall Rewatd, : nick is is 
reſorred only forxtioſe who'dre 
re Death. To proceed arty! 732 


Aq noamto biiow brig HI A vim 43 
-Y Hs __ = you In the Prime of his 
h and' dgment, Parts,'Strengrh, 
were iii their Vi- 

Your and Gry „ wee Tae Seu 
— and Alger ® ; he'readily luid out 
for the Honour of (t N and the Good of 
Souls.” He began his Miniſtry, among you 
like a wiſe Maſter Builder, looking: wel 
the Foundations, or the great" and: kubſtanri- 
ab Principles of our holy Faith! Wich what 
'Seriouſneſs, witk What Eatneſttiefs in'preach- 

ing, with what Plainhefs and Freedom of 


4 Speech, and yet with what uncommon 


£2 | Judgment 


Judgment and Eiadtneſs;' hetinkandged->okid | 
Frrat Subjects and Arguments of the ry 
cunnot bo forgotten by. thoſe Who long en- 
joy d the lab n. 
R | 
l ef SIE 44 
Hs was many, Way: 
nity. - Whilſt — permitted, he fre- 
quently preach'd Morning, and Evening Lec- 
tures, beſides — ſtated Wor rk. And, as ma- 
rivate families, whether in joyoùs ox 
afflidded — Ts 1 ed 604 
for him: So there are few Pulpits of Note 
in this City, that have not been favoured 
with his puhlixk Performances. The or. 
thy Society of Merchants; that; fuppe 
Tueſday's —— at Sal EnV-HaA N de 
ſervedly, choſe! him to be one of theit 
PREACHERS, upon the Death of that antient 
Diſtiph, and worthy Miniſter of Cinklsr, 
Mr. George: Hammond, in the Year! 15053 
in which Lecture he continued to the Time 
of his Death, ſupplying: his Turn with great 
Conſtancy, and encouraging Succeſs. In 
his declining State, when TI growing Ins 
firmities of his Body would. not admit 
conſtant Labour, he has, ſometimes, reſex- P 
ved himiſelf for that Pupriryuknowing that 
at /SALTER'SHALL he ſhôuldenot only mer 
with ſome! of: His on Prople, but have Op- 
portunityo of doing good roa greater Num: 
8 different :Obogregatiohs, at EW 
ol ime. 
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Timel: And: :itowag/reniarkible how: mucii 
a large, and ſerions ii Auditury, would; to 
the laſt, draw oui is Zeal and Fervency both 
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119i206 1derichimne>(] 2s ; gu RAHDATHY 
TE SH) 10 WWA iu bie ANY 
„ withont 5 leaſt Wuerde f 
Flartery, be ſaid of Mr. RoRINSON, that he 
as eminently furniſhed witli all thoſe Qua» 
lifications and Endowments that are requi- 
ite 571 an able: and #ccepuable Miniſter of 
Xbe: New Teſtument. 7hb⁰ Ei 0 ita 
1 421 fi me: fp vi 18908, Tast | 
* HE had aH Capacity and Genius 
ſuperior to moſt Men- His bodily Conſti- 
tution (tho too much neglected, and im- 
Pair d by publick Cares) Was clean and 
e H den e Tomi and of af 
HUE gagrecable 


i 4163 ) 
nende Aſpect. But the Soul that ani- 
mated) that earthen Heſſal, Was heavenly 
born; a /ergphrick' Eſlence; ;; ar: truly intelli. 
gent and vital Spirit, fitly fram'd; by the Ha- 
ther of Lights to inform a Meſſenger of his 
Will. As, God was liberal to him of ; his 
Gifts, he; was. diligent; in cultivating, and 
imptoying them to his Glory, for Which he 
had the beſt Opportunities. Whilſt he was 
a Tutor to others, and taught them Know- 
, ledge, he himſelf acquir'd a large Stock of 
the moſt uſeful Learning, both rational and 
theological, with 6 ors $0. een Mc Was 
A Mais in our ate ri 
CCC 

A* * W im - iis . — 3 
Hcriptures: that facred Repoſitory of, hea- 
vyenly, Wiſdonn. - | Theſe, with critical and 
practical Comments upon them, were his 
conſtant Study, and moſt delightful Enter- 
tainment. Heavas remarkable for his Re- 
gal d to the ſtrick and genuine denſe of Scrip- 
ture, according to the beſt Rules of Inter- 
pretation. His Penetration was deep, as 
Well as ready, and his Judgment ſolid. He 
was not ſatisfied with a ſuperficial Know- 
ledge of Things, nor carried. away with a 
ſound of Words, but entered far into 
a Subject, reaſon d cloſely, conſidered the 
Connexion of divine Truths one with a- 
nother, and would often ſurpriſe thoſe that 
heard him with uncommon Obſervations, 
yet attended with the cleareſt Evidence. 
42 THEY 


Cen 
Ant 261 0 5117 f TOA „IAD | 
Any ill conſult the Gef we Church, 
Ceſpecially ing a well fettled Scgte ff Things) 
HO look upon Learning 4s dwunneceſſurrx 
Qualification in a: Gofpel Minn laſpira. 
tion and Miracles are not to be expected. 
From the Times of the Apoſtles; the primi. 
rive Church abounded wit Karned Men, 
who were able to defend the Truth againſt 
irs ſubtleſt Adverſaries . When towards the 
beginning of the ninth Century, Learning 
greatly declin d, it was Ignorance and Stu- 
pidity, that diſpos d Miniſtero and People to 
fit down in antichriſtian Durne fc. And 
tis well known, that the Reſtoration of an- 
dent Learning, and the Reformation from 
Popery, have the ſame Pate The Goſpel 
is not only to be read to the People in their 
vulgar Tongues, but that rich Mihe is to ht 
dug deep into, and its n 
folded. Things hard" to be underſtood, d 
ofters contain Trutlis of great Unportalie, 
which by a Hear and juſt pre 
cording to the Analogy of F ich, maß be 
rendred obvious to the meaneſt Capacities, 
and without which, he Unlearned may reſt 
hem to their own Hurt. Seeming Diffi- 
eulties muſt” be removed, and plauſible Ob- 
jections anfwcred.” Briefly; the Word ef 
God muſt be explained and applied, its 
Trath defended: againſt Unbelitvers, its ſub- 
me Myfterits,” and ſacred Dottrines reſcu- 
ed from the: corrupt Gloſſes of 'herrrival 
YA! * | Men, 5 
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Mol. and the & 1 and Craſtineſi of 
| Seducers dude, . and, — ex· 
cellently qualified for theſe Things.“ He 
could have Recourſe to his BIxLE in its O- 
riginals. He was, apt. to teach, and pow- 
erful to convince Gainſayers, or to refute 
their Errors. He was not only a Preacher 
of. Righteouſneſs, . but an able Champion, 
and ſtrenuous Advocate for the Faith. He 
could ſee through the, Diſguiſes of Error, 
and diſpel thoſe, Miſts with which learned 
Men do ſometimes ſhade over the cleareſt 


Truths. The moſt difficult Subjects he could 


render plain. His Thoughts were diſtinct, 


and Recollection was eaſy to him: He had 
a nervous Way of Reaſoning, and forc d 


Convittion, not by a deceitful Eloquence, 
but by dint of Argument. A Subject was 


improvd by his Management of it. And 
ſuch was his Knowledge in Morde, and the 
Reach of his . in Things, that 
he was not liable to be. impos d upon by a 
fallacious Way of arguing. His learned 
Morbs publiſhed to the World, are a per- 


HOSE Teſtimony of his great Abilirics, i 


"ag 


* 
id 


_# 7 s he Was eminently furniſhed. for. all 
the Duties of his Office, ſo no Man was 
more faithful in the Diſchargę of them. 
Whatever Notion thoſe Men, who look up- 
on themſelves as Prieſts and Saviours, may 
have of the ſacred Function, the , moſt ne- 
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. * VINES in” Amballa- 
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that — N clear 07 conv citig Munifeſtat ion 


- "the TYuth unto tlie Conſciences Men, 
3 Sinners may be ry to Go D, thro h 4 
Mediator,” the | Saints gradually perfekted, 
and the Body of Tun ter edified. his was 
F277 4 are % and ANY 
Employment. And Poop petform'd it with 
great — with üncort 2 
Py, and in the beſt Manner. e 
FL ans 1 3 44.4 Dsl } #5 YAH ELD 
Tur uſual Matter of his ech tte 
| the great ard neecfly Points of Chriſtian 
Faith, and Practice? I am well informed, 
that Wheß he came firſt to Londen, he be- 
gan his/Miniftry with*thoſe Subjects which 
are the Foundations:/bf-trac Religion; the 
Being and Attributes o G op; the Autho- 
xity and. Perfection of Scripture; the Unity 
be the Godhead ; the Trinity of Perfons in 
'the divine tice 5 the Incarnation of the 
= j Wbnp, rhe Maker and Lord of all; 
tte perſbnal Union of the divine and hu- 
man Natnres in the Son of God; the Offi- 
ces of the Mediator, as Prophet, Prieſt, and 
EKing; the Doctrine of original Sin, as the 
Th Sn, 40 Corruption of all Mankind; the 
Satisfaction of CIRIST, made to the divine 
Jiuſtice, for the Sins of Men, original and 


actual; the Work and Office of the bleſſed 


= Spirit in the divine Oeconomy; the Way 
in which Sinners ate made Partabers of = 


Fo 
* . { * 
#S-& &$ + * FS: © 
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baun peifed Redemption that is im-Gluift x 


the Conſtitution of the 


DI Goſpel Covenant; 
with the Dodrines of Nepentance towards 


Gon, and Faith in our Lunn Jisve-Curnsr;: | 


without which we habe not a preſent;' plead-i 


able Night to the Salvation purchaſed * 
him. 11 q wag os 3373" 1,71 eil Abs RJ 3 
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DS 6m: knie Föundation he built, pad 


Hay. nos Stubblr,.. but | ſound evingelical 
Dacttrit nes 


properly directed to make Men 
Satvativn.' He conſidered him- 
felf a Miniſter of Cnr ISH, and woutd not 
doſecrate his Office with human Policies, or 
Speculations foreign to his: Commiſſion: 
His Mind was too much impreſs} with the 
great Ends of the Miniſtry, to admit of any 
Vacation for unneceſſary Studies unprofita- 
ble Queſtions, needleſs or intricate Diſputes, 
or any Notions barren of att: good Fruit. 
His fuperior Learning: and Capacity could 
not but appear in his ſtudied Performances, 
but theſe were always pointed to improve 
his Hearers, in thoſe Things which were moſt 
important, and uſeful to them. He was ſen- 
ſible, that, whatever Pretences Men may 


make to Probity and Virtue, upon common, 


natural Principles, yet the Grace and Truth 
of the Goſpel, are the only true, and ef- 


fectual Springs of that Habe 7 ne 
which -no Man can fee the: Lord. 


Things, therefore, of. the Spirit of = 
katie he labour d in. Iis true, 
2 as 


; * \ 


(68) 
_ as he always had a de 


jeſty, and Authority of Gop upon his Soul, 
ſo he greatly delighted in his Law, and of- 
ten vindicated, with irrecuſable Arguments, 
its binding and laſting Obligation upon Con- 
ſcience: But he preach'd not the Law, 
without Chriſt, his Rightcouſneſs and Sa- 
tisfaction. He was not partial in the Things 
ny He-infited on Duties, and Privi- 
When he vindicated the Law, he 
directed Chriſtians to their proper Depen- 
dance; and was far from being ſhy in aſſert- 
ing thoſe Principles of divine Grace, by 
which we muſt be ſaved. His Sermons were: 
not a dry Compoſition of mere moral Phi- 
tofophy, tho none underſtood it better, but 


contain d the Truth F< the Go el, pany, 
0 — þ ; ip 


AI 


KH 18 Monty of W was ſuitable to 
the Dignity, and Excellency of the Subjects 
he treated on; grave, ſerious, and affecting. 
His extenſive Knowledge, and quick Percep- 
tion, rendred Compoſure eaſy to him. One, 
very intimate with him, uſed to ſay, that if 
his Health admitted, he could do more in an 
Hour, than moſt Men he knew in a Day. 
Vet his Performances would, to the beſt 
33 appear to have been the. Reſult of 
labourd Study, and long Reflexion. He 
was uncapable of any thing that was mean; 
or ſpiritleſs. His Matter was always excel- 
| Jon, his Method 3 as Stile accurate, 


and 
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ads his: Delivery ſuch as fix'd a rational At- 


tention. He was ſcarce known to ſpeak im- 

roperly, in the freeſt Converſation, much 
leſs in handling ſacred Things. He had a 
rich Fancy, and a warm Imagination, but 
theſe were directed by a ſound Judgment. 
He thought what he ſaid. Hence his Words 
were full of Senſe, and ſuited to convey 
Inſtruction to the Mind. He diſdain d the 
mechanical Arts of thoſe, who, to gain the 
Applauſe of the Ignorant, or to make a 
Shew of Wit, put their Diſcourſes in a 
theatrical Dreſs. Gawdy Images, and arti- 
ficial Flouriſhes of Rhetorick, may intice a 
carnal Ear, but cannot ſtrike a carnal Heart 
with any ſcrious Impreſſions. His Eloquence 
was natural, and manly,” anſwering the Ends 
of Speech, and adapted to Ratiocination. 
Such was his Judgment in the Scriptures, 
that it was ſcarce poſlible for him, to make 
an impertinent Application of them, and he 
abhorr d the Prophanation of uſing Scripture 
Words, for the Sake of a Gingle of Sounds, 
without Regard to their ſtrict and proper 
Meaning. 


A Great Seriouſneſs of Spirit ran thro 
his intire Converſation. Such is the ſtrict 
Union of Soul and Body, and their mutu- 
al Sympathy, that the moſt predominant 
Thoughts, and Affections of the Mind, and 
Heart, arc often legible in the outward Mein 
and Action. His whole Deportment, his e- 
115 very 


(720) 
vety Look, and Motion, as well as his 4. 
ow? 4 — were natural, and unaffected 
Indications of a Mind deeply impreſs d with 
the Sentiments of Piety, and Religion. This 
dr raoft conſpicuous in the Pulpit, when 
he pleaded with GOD, as an Advocate for 


Sou, or treated with Men a — 
8 8 of CHRIST. | | 


* 
- "Navan Sou ifted ith 6 mne 
Zeal for God than his. He was a 
and a ſhining Light. What the Pſalmiſt ſugs 
of Angels may be applied here, Gon made 
bis Miniſter a Flame of Fire; but it was 
of: the kindly Sort, that enlivens and che · 
riſbes all about it. The Corruption of the 
moſt noble, and moſt efficacious Paſſions of 
the Soul, is the worſt Corruption. Love, 
the ſupreme Affection, when miſ plac d, is 
the Root of all Evil. There is a Zeal that 
is productive of the greateſt Miſchiefs. Such 
is the Zeal of — and Impoſers in 
Religion. The beit Apology can be made 
for it, is, That it procceds from Ignorance 
and Folly ; though for the moſt Part, Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, and Luſt of Dominion, are 
the Fewel that feeds it; and the Things a- 
bout which it is chiefly employ d, are Mens 
own Inventions, not the Cauſe of Gon. 
His Zeal flowed from an inward Principle 
of Faith, that warks by Love, and being 
join d with Knowledge, Candour, and uni- 
verſal — qualified him for excel- 
| 3 lens 


T9794) 
lent Services. It had not the leaſt ð pice of 
Rancour in it. It wort d no ill to its Negb. 
leur. The Honour of CHRIS r, and the 
Good of Souls, Vas what it aim' d at. He 
Vas greatly affected with the Corruptions of 
the preſent Age, in Matters of Religion; 
and lamented the too general Defection there 
is among the Reform d, from Goſpel Prin. 
ciples; even thoſe, which at the Beginning 
the Reformation, were univerſally eſteem- 


ed the grand Characteriſticks of true Pro- 


teſtants. He could not but ſee the bold and 
undiſguisd Attacks that were made upon 
reveal d Religion; and the mighty Oppoſizi- 
on that was ford by Men of great Learn- 
ing, and Influence, againſt ſome of thoſe 
Doctrines that are moſt eſſential to the Chri- 
ftian Faith, whereby, under a Profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity, the Chriſtian Religion was be- 


trayed into the Hands of Deiſts, and Infi- 
dels: And, as a faithful Watchman, he gave 
Warning of the Danger with which thoſe 
evil Symptoms threatned the Church of 
Gop; and, with unwearied Diligence, en- 
deavoured to propagate, and maintain the 
Faith, which he ſaw was thus undermined. 


Such a Zeal for pure and undefiled Religi- 


on, is what our Lord commends in the An. 
gel of the Church of Epheſus, Rev. ii. I 
enow thy Works, and thy Labour, and thy 
Patience ( or, thy Patience in Labour) and 
how thou canſt not bear (or partake with ) 
them that are evil, in their evil Deeds. 
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Briefly, his 8 was an effectual Spring of 


Activity and Diligence in his Maſter's Work; 


a, pure and heavenly Flame, that made him 
ſpeak the Things of  Gop, with fuch Ears 
l nelineſß that his Words would penetrate 
into the inmoſt Receſſes of the Soul, and 
leave an Impreſſion where the Obſtinacy, 0 or 
Prejudice was not invincible. BE 


Hz had a 2 la Rand: to all WY: 
Truths of Go, and would not part with 
them upon any Terms. But his Canoe tor 
divine Truths, and Zeal in the Maintenance 


of them, roſe, in Proportion to what he 
c apprehended was their Importance in Reli- 


gion, and the Oppoſition made to them in 
Sis own Time. 8 Hence, of late Vears, his 


1 Wade af whe Podeing of the . 

bleſſed Trinity, the true eternal GODpREAD 
of ChRISsr, and of the holy SpirIT, which 
he juſtly regarded as the Heart, 
and Soul of Chriſtianity, whence all its ſav- 
ing Influences axe derived. What he did in 
this Way, in which he had the utmoſt Sa- 


tisfaction to the laſt, is of ſo publick a Na- 
ture, rhe I need not diſtinctly mention it. 


As to Matters of leſſer Moment, that 


may be controverted among Proteſtants, his 


Moderation was well known. His Diſſent 

from the eſtabliſh'd Church was no Bar to 
his Charity towards thoſe of that Commu- 
nion, 


. a” : 


Tra) 
nian, many | of whom he contracted. anl in- 
timate Acq uaintance with, and Were highly 
eſteem d and low d by him, as Chtiſtian 
Brethren; tho Judgment and Conſcience 
oblig d him to imbark with Proteſtant Diſ⸗ 
ſenters, when all worldly TO Karen 
Wen Ban Wt 2667, 


HE was: * an Impuariial Toleration in 
Matters of Religion, that do not affect the 
publick Tranquility, but lie only between 
Gop and Conſcience; and againſt all _ 
ſdtion of any other Terms of "Chriſti Com- 
muniom, than :thoſe which are anly de- 
clared, or from the Nature of Things ma- 
nifeſtly appear to be made, neceſſary in Scrip- 
ture. He was for an Union of Heart and 
2 between all PROTESTANTS, hold- 
vg the Head, and agreeing in the Eſſentials 


hay. to d which his Principles. were not nar- 


Au 


1 18 1 was truly Caen It 


3 Heaven and Earth in its Bo- 
ſom. His ſuperlative Love to Gop, was ma- 


nifeſt in a pure and fetvent Affection to all 
that bore his Image. He thought nothing 


too much to do, or endure, for the Salyati-. 
on of Souls, redeemed by the infinite EX 
pence of CHRIS 's Blood. His very Life was, 
ready to be affered a dacriſice, if that might 
be a * Mean A ea an io ane 


92 


of Chriſtian -Faith, and Worſhip, with re- 
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an End. His Son/ was naturally moſt 4 

Feftionave, and being inſpir d. f 5 
his Obarity vas aul divine, being accom- 
Panied with an invielable Regard to Truth, 
 and\Righteouſneſs. The Perſons of Men, 
not Ge Errors or Vices, were the Objects 
of it. And as he was full of the Thing, 
he would not pervert the Word, or uſe it as 
a Cloak of Party. Reſentment, to inſinuate 
a Reproach upon others, as if they were 
void of a Principle ſo eſſential to the Chri- 
ſtian Character. In a Word, he was pure 
and peaceable, and never ſuffered his Zeal 
for a Party to ſwallow up his Concern for 
the common Intereſts of Chriſtianity. It 
was not only his Principle, but the ruling 
Diſpoſition of his Mind, to follow : Peace 
with all Men, as much as he judg d could 


=; conſiſt ds oft A nh rnd Len" to- 


Gop, 110 


Oe oh! 7 fach a \ Tomncs aid more 
prevail! that the preſent divided State of 
the Church of Go b, and the too frequent 
Experience we have had of the pernicious 
Conſequences that attend Diviſions and Con- 
tentions, did perſuade to it! An exact A- 
gteement in all Matters of Opinion, or Con- 
duct, is not to be expected here. But where 
Differences do not affect the ſubſtantial Parts 
of religious Worſhip, or the Truth and Po w- 
er of Godlineſs, tis Pity they ſhould break 
8 Harmony of our Ane or be car- 


ried . 


Qt»5s) 
ried. ſo far, as to weaken. the common In- 
tereſt, hinder the Succeſs of the Goſpel, or 
obſtruct the Compoſure of our own Minds. 
It was. the Glory of the primitive Church, 
that the Diſciples were of one Mind, that 


they ſtrove together, ot with mutual Con- 


cert, far the Faith of. the Goſpel. . But We 
are fallen on evil Days; Pays in which Ini- 
quity., aboundeth, and the Love of many 


waxeth, cold. . The Subject is too gricyous, 


bur. it. is paſſionately affecting. If there were 
great Searchings of Hegrt, for the Di uit. 
ans of Reuben, a ſingle Tribe in Iſrael, 
how much more may there be, for the Diſ⸗ 
union that is now to be obſerved, among 


the beſt ſort. of Proteſtants. Cnxisr left 


us a Legacy of Peace, but we neglect to 
execute his Will; and ſeem to act, as if not 
only: the caſual Event, but the Deſign of our 
Lord's coming into the World, had been; 
not to create Peace and good Will upon 
Earth, but to create Diviſion. Atheiſm 
and Impiety, Hereſy and Prop naneneſs, grow 
through, the Harmony of ungodly Men. 
Faith and Rightcouſneſs, Truth and. Chari- 
ty, languiſh — die, through the hateful 
Animoſities of Chriſtian Brethren. Ig there 
10 Balm in Gilead? Is. there no Phyſician 
there? Could the departed Saint but know, 
that every. invidious Diſtinction, pernicious 


. 


to Truth or Peace, with the real culpable 


Cauſes of , were for ever ceas'd from 
Rik 2 Dao 
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atfiotigft' us „ir Would open 4 Spring of new 
K in Heaved, epibotrens ns Gre / / 
Meno 100 16 5: 2 O23 thx $1250 
80 kid” plentifully poured upon is 
erte the Spirit: "of Grate and Suppl icuti- 
on, wheteby e Was eminently diftinguiſf'd 
in Prayer; and being muctt employ din 
holy Meditation; he was always in a Tem- 
per meet for it. Wen he pray ed an' aw⸗ 
ful Senſe of the great Gov, and His Adora- 
ble Perfections, was manifeſt in his' whole 
Denivanor ; _bux.it'\ Was withottt-arty Precipi- 
nr of Spirit, or Confuſion Gf Thought. 
HE came to that Work, as to his moſt de- 
H&ktfitl Food. Nis Mid was compos d, his 
Seu! enlarg' d, and His Whole Heart united in 
hd he Was abôr. 50 that let the Occaſt- 
en be ever foiintbitimon, or ſuddem whe- 
tler PR Families, or publick Aſſein: 
blies helwoult fprœad it out before Go p- 
tit ſheh''a Juſtneſs of Thought, with ſach 
£VHSEE and Silitablenefs of Expreſſton, and 
with fach' rapturous Affections, as frequent- 
y Was the Wonder, as well as Pleaſire and 
Profit of thoſe that joi'd with him. How 
often; when Judgments were inflicted, or 
impending, has he ſtood in the Gap, like 


another Moſes, or a Samnel'? And if the 
Prevalence of Prayer, with God, may be 
judgd of by ſucceeding Events, lie as of- 
ten been remarkably Heard: The Bleſſings 
he wreſtled for have been granted, and de- 
Precated Evils removed or averted. 

* THERE 
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Türnt is fornething analog 
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dur int 4 1 
niſter s Work; to the Offices of the Mpix 
FOR: It is iy Subferyiency rothe chief Shep- 
Herd, and and Bi 9 of Sour, that; as diligent 
. / they? ate to Warehr over, ant feed 
e Flöck. Predching is 4 kind of prophe- 


— by 2 — Fured, 10 Preſcribe Laws 0 
Son ſcichec to judge Mens eternal State, or 
to- abſolte from Sin, yet it belongs to ther 
to preſide in Church Aſſemblies,” to Pro. 


val, to recire Obedience 10 them in His 


Name; to admoniſt and rebuke, to try Mens 
Title to external Commuinivn, to approve 
of the Confeſſions of true Penitents, 'and- 
ro receive the Righrebus, "that keep the 
Truth; into the Boſom of the Church. Tliey 
are Interceſſors alſo; and Advorares for thi 

People, (without the monſtrous Claim o 

Wes Prieſts )\ and, being 'exempret 
from meaner Services, are to give themſelves 
continually to the Word, and Prayer, and 
Adminiſtration of the Fan | of the 


New Teſtament. In the Diſcharge of theſe. 


Duties, he magnified the Redeemer, was a 
great Ornament to his Profeſſion, and an 
ancommon Bleſſing to the Church of Gop. 
in every Part of his various Work, he ſup- 
ported the Dignity and Sanctity of his Of- 
Ace, which he look'd upon as a divine In- 

a ſtitution. 


b yen? Ceaſc rill Cnetsr's ie 


{789 
fiitution; He was very ſeniſible that the firſt 
Step to Infidelity,. w Was a Contempt of the 
facred Onpxx, Asa needleſs Thing, or as 
the mere Reſult of human Policy. Men 
will not much regard that Religion, the Mi. 
niſery of which, — woul — univerſal- 
1 9 0 ed of all Reyerence and Eſteem. He 
A Na that the, Ignorance and Lazineſß, 
the Pride, Covctouſneſs and Senſuality of 
many, diſtingyifh' d by that Character, was 
one great Oc N of the Diſreſpect poured 
upon the Office itſelf. When Men ſcanda- 
_ touſly, neglect the Work. of their Calling, or 
proffitute it to vile or mean Purpoſes, no 
Wonder if others deſpiſe it. This Man of 
God, took heed: to himſelf, and. to the Mi. 
nſtry which he received: from the Lord to 
{fl it. As he, underſtood the Nature and 
mportance 19 the miniſterial fot, 22 * 
ave himſelf to it as his er 
81 We d in all 6 — anſwer the 
Ends thereof, and maintain its due Honour 
in the Conſciences of Men. ene 


1s 8 geen Vertues and Graces in eve- 
other Capacity, were equal to his mini- 
* Character, and gave a beautiful Luſtre 
to it. When great Parts, and excellent 
Knowledge, mect with an unſanctified Heart, 
it is a very unhappy, and dangerous Con- 
junction; and moſt of all ſo in Miniſters 3 
che Deſig n of whoſe Office it is to raiſe and 
build, MP vying ene of Gop, from the 
18 1. Ruins 


* 


I (79) 


Ruins of the Apoſtacy. It appears that div ine 
Grace prevented him early. He was ſancti- 
fied even from his Vouth, and feared Cod 
abway. "If wwe ſay we have 7 Sin, we de- 
cerve ourſelues, and the Truth is not in tis. 
There are involuntary ſinful Infirmities that 
Eleave to the beſt Men on Earth, which are 
lamented and ſtriven againſt by them. The 
— made Men Priefts which had Infirmi- 
, and Goſpel Miniſters are ſubject to like 
Pafios as others are. But this Servant of 
Chriſt was as free from Failures of that 
Kind as moſt that ever liv'd. - Nor was he 
barely innocent, and free from all Blemiſh- 
es that could aſperſe his high and holy Cal- 
ling; but the Power of Godlineſs ſhone 
thro his whole Courſe of Life. 


"Hrs Openneſs of Mind, his Sin lenefs of 
Heart, his Simplicity and godly Sincerity, 
appeared in all his Words and Actions, and 
were truly admirable : He was an Iſraelite 
in whom there was no Guile. We have 
heard of a juſtifying Sincerity. He had the 
Sincerity of- the Juſt. His Miſdom did not 
degenerate into Craft. No Man was more 
free from carnal Motives, and ſiniſter De- 
ſigns, or had a more diſintereſted Regard to 
Truth, and Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, in 
Whatever he ſaid, or did. He walk d be- 
fore God, with an upright Heart, and Gor 
upheld. him in his Integrity, ſtill aſcending 

to Perfection, to the very laſt, that he ſer 
him before his Face for ever. HE 


5 do ) 
211/1þ.1 161 21809” „lg 511 d a 
' HE was a TO ry ney e 
Tal ye{s, and acting always frem Judgment 
and Conſcience; he was hot t Ne biaſt d. 
or Agtert d by the Frauus or Hlarteries of 
Men. His Mind was always free and open 
to Conviction from inſtructing Reaſons, and 
Arguments, upon this Conſideration, 1 
“he was fallible, and poſſibly the Error 
e might be his own, in What he differed 
4 from others.“ But as he was Exempt from 
thoſe Vices and Prejudices that commonly 
kinder the Reception of Truth, attended 
with, clear Evidence, ſo, when upon mature 
Deliberation, and a diligent- Uſe of the 
Means that are Proper to give. a true — 


fix d, he Was unmov d in 55 ee to 
them, from any temporal Conſideration. 
Many were the Attempts made upon him 
in the ſeveral Stages of Life, that would 
have ſhaken a Reſolution leſs, firm than his. 
Ihe agoniſtical Phraſes fo frequently uſcg. 

by St. Paul, to: ſignify the Chri/tian Race, 
and Warfare; were juſtly Applica to him, 
But he never contended for mean or trivial, 
Things. He fought. the good Fight... he 
Fauour of Gop, and the incorruptille Croum, 
not che Countenance of great Men, or the 
Gains, of this World, empty and withering, 
as a Garland of Leaves, were always in his 
Eyg: This, fortified him againſt, all Impreſ- 
dus from — on. 5 e ewe in APY, 
A. i ILEEEDIEST <7 /: 
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r 


aun. Day. Like an experience d Officer, he 


! — 


had his Scars and Wounds that render d him 


venerable, but he Was invincible in the 


Cauſe of Gop, and always ready for its 


Defence, till the Captain of his Salvation, 
under whoſe Banner he fought, gave him 
Leave to Si, and, ſaid, well done, it is C- 


nough. 
"His whole Conduct in Life was exem- 
plary, and worthy the ſacred Miniſtration he 


was employ'd in. He abounded in all the 


Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion. He liv- 


ed and walked with God, and converſed, as 


| ſeeing him who is inviſible. He was blame- 


 teſs, as the Steward of God, a Lover 1 


ra Men, and good Things, ſober, ju 
oly, temperate. "His Soul was elevated a- 
bove the Droſs of this Earth, and divinely 
purified from its A Heclions. His Heart 
and Treaſure being in another World, he 
had a noble and generous Contempt of this, 


and was but little affected with its Loſſes, 


tho he ſuſtain'd ſome that were conſidera- 
ble. He had that Humbleneſs of Mind 
which made him very ſenſible of his own 
Defects, which he would aggravate, beyond 
| what could be diſcerned by thoſe who beſt 
knew him. Tho' he. had a large Share of 
the moſt excellent Gifts, he was far from 
being lifted up, bur, with deepeſt Humility, 
| acknowledg' d the rich Grace of God, and 
his own Unworthineſs. This made him 
F M | always 
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always ſpeak of CHRIST. his Saviour, in ſo 
Affectionate a Ma anner, às was ſurpriſingly 
moving, But tho he thought meanly of 
himſelf, he was not back ward to give others 
their due Praiſe. In Lowlineſs of 5 
be eſtee med athers better than himſelf. H 
was of a moſt friendly Temp er, and being 
an utter Stranger to the Accel Policies 
| ang Diſguiſes of the World, his Friendſhip 
vas greatly to be valued, and ſecurely. to 
ue "onde in. He was courteous and a: 
ble in his Behaviour. Having been much 
convetſant with Men of the beſt Rank and 
Education, there was nothing roudly tiff, 
or ſordid in his Carriage. His generous Soul 
diſdain'd all baſe. Compliances. But as he 
fall d not to pay due Reſpect to thoſe whom 
Providence, the Fountain of Honour, had 
diſtinguiſfrd by their Station and Circum- 
Kanes in the World, fo he was kind and 
_ affable towards all Men. He received his 
Friends with an open Heart, and an endear- 
ing Countenance; ; and would meekly bear 
bu with the Impertinencies of thoſe he 
convers d with. There was nothing ſullen, 
moroſe, or imperious in his Temper, His 
patural Warmth was moſt ſeen in Expreſſi- 
ons, and Actions of Kindneſs. He was 
tender-hearted, and compaſſionate. both tq 
the pitiful Failings, and Miſeries of others. 
He was not ſuppoſed to be ſtrait or narraw 
in his Principles, but was much leſs ſo in his 
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Sotes we and Neceſſtties of otliefs, woffld 


beach the werf Depth of bis Soul, aud . 


fe& it Wich # Sympathy that vas life for 


their Relief, as Matters would allow, "of his 


Intereſt with others could be of uſe to pro- 


cure them Help. He was condeſcending and 


affettionate 1 to Jounger Min: ers, whom he 
| nd tho in art 


would treat as: Brethi 8. 5 
Argument, his ſuperior Capacity would of- 


ten convince them of theit, Miſtake, it was 


in ſo obliging 2 Manner, that they were not 
diſcourag'd by it. So. amiable a Perſon could 


not but be greatly eſteem d and 25 I all 
that knew him. N 


. 


1 £ 1 111111 * . } 


e held 400 pe be tel Ih 
Pons Gd in bis. ow Houle, is evident it 


the happy Succeſs of his Family Inſtruct 

und Example, and pag yr he had in /eei ing 

hibGhildeen walk inthe Truth, and anfwer 
x nents of their Covenant of Bap- 

tim, it muy more become my Character, 


to exhoft his ſurviving Relatives to preſs 
forward abwatrds | rhoſe Things that "ate 
before, than to ſay any Thing that might 
look like! A Commendation of What they 
have already attained xo. But as he himſelf 
ſignified. to ſeveral dear Friends, the great 
Comfort he had in his Family, and his well- 


grounded Hopes, that thoſe he left behind 
him were truly ſerious and religious; in 4 
Stare of Grace and Favour with God, I hope 
"this Meition of it will be kathef E Spur to 


M 2 ; Duty, 


* 
4 


— — — K ——1—m —— —ũ— » 22 0 * 
* « , tie) 
RSS KKK... — 
2 . Rag 1 1 — * 2 y — Ee OI > 2 delete = 4 
D — IEEE ©. 12  MBi< IL I erreete 7; g 


- — - : — 
| : ; © 
_—— — — — HAINES hr Hon; 2% — — on — 5 
rr > et - by . _ 2ꝙ2 —B — — —  —— — s vu” 2 — 


—. 


i 


4 
6— 
— . 1 ·˖̈( „ N 
— — re 


- 
— 
* 

+ ha " — 


ike 1 would 8 
i: om his Miniftry, „Ton- 


376 7 A 55 ene 11 N 


o 
* * } 
* , * 4% F ” * e * 8 "IX + * 5 — F * * '$:X;. 
þ e l 5 : 4 4 6 . 98 : of” -'# : *3 7 1 G : 
& FH $ FO. 20" . # 67 2 J FF ) Ph 4 : * : * % % = 8 g „ 3 lb 
* A | k 
a « ©, 4-4 : * ; „ 1 3 
1 4s o 2 * 1 2 - + 8 F N # — * * _— A F 5 n 2 a 2 N on . ; 7 * 2 ” 4 7 : * Y . 
* F \ LS = 5 3 8 * £ ** , g 4 * Z 1 f 4 3 
* £ > a 8 x 1 
a «Fs 5 : * Cc 1 . ed 9 * 2 * 14 x 8 k \ 
FF? CY & 3 fg 7 * 3 % : 5 th. 1 8 3 1 3 "#5 3 ”. 3 - 
— = 
42 . a i Sick nfs 
ew hs I: - 
5 4 
1 


* 


'E 3 now followed wary to Sie 
laſt Stage of dying Life; in which 
the moſt reſolv'd, and beſt pre- 
pared for another World, ftand in 
| nary. divine Aſſiſtance; to to 
enable. them to act their Part well, and fi- 

WOUrJzce:. in a Way g the 
Hupe of 0 — Life. And Feng: alſo God 
put a peculiar Honour upon his Saint. It is 
- Mercy to ſome, ho — ſo well bear 
a laſting conſcious Battel with the King of | 
3 that God takes them to himſ 1 by 
© ſome: critical Diſtemper, that ſoon puts an 
End to the Combat. This tried Soldier of 
Cnnler had a long and ſenſible Engagement 
with that Enemy, f in which his Soul was al- 
Ways triumphant. He had an ill State of 
Health many Months before his laſt Confine- 
8 which eren diſabled him from 


L N. Te 


/ 


[8 
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with —_ conld: not but obſerve that t the more 


_ | he-was oppreſs d with bodily Indiſpoſitions, 


the more flouriſhing and vigorous; his Graces 


appeared to be. He was ffrong in Faith, 


and not only rejoic'd i in, but might juſtly be 


4 


low Condition of his Body, averſe even to 
the neceſſary Supplies of Nature, might, in 

lower Things, affect his Strength of Mind, 
yet when the great Subjects of Religion, e- 


ſpecially thoſe that related to the Perſon 
= Offices. of Cuklsr, his Doctrine, and 


Rewards, were talk d of, it was not poſſi- 
ble to diſcern the leaſt; Impair of his Tudg. 
ment, or Memory. 80 deep a Root had 
theſe heavenly fy pode taken in his Soul, 
that the Ideas of them outlaſted all Percep- 


tion of eyery other Thing. _ Was . 


ae, in his laſt Sickneſs. 


I E took his Bed the N of 3 and 
Was confined above eight Weeks, In this 
long Struggle with Death, he ſuffered, and 

a _cndured. .gloriouſly. His natural Life ſeem d 
to be more ſupported by the immediate 
Power of Go p, than by any Helps admi- 


0 niſtred by ſecond Cauſes, tho he had the 
conſtant Advice of ſome of the ableſt Phy- 


-\ſicians,' and the Advantage. of a diligent At- 
TC Day and N St. But though the 


9241 | 3 outward | 


aw * 


| Kid: to liye upon he Hope of the Fruition 
the Glam of Gad. i has been particu - 
haly remarłk d, that however the weak and 


0 66 3 


a r Mai periſbed, the imward 2 2 
neuied, and purifted, Day 6 Day. 0 


for this Caulſe be fainted not, the 
exereiſed with great Siekneſs, and 


ven, and had his ardent With granted hith; 
That upon juſt and holy Gtor 
rable to God, and the Religion he profels d, 
as Well as ſafe: to himſelf, he might N85 


an in hd Face Without 1 O WO. 


11 12. 2 1 17 5 


as 15 ert * 3 1 Mt 165 
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nation were fur- 
Priſing to all about him. His only Fear 


ſeemed to be, leſt he ſhould- think himſelf 


hardly dealt With, by that G05 whom he 
had ſerved with a perfect Heart. Turnin 


to his affected Conſort, and ſcarce fecove 
from a painful and weaty Hour, Hare 1 


wy ks Patirnce and Refi 


&(faid he) made any Complaint of n my dear | 


© Redeemer? It Wete unworthy in me, if 
"©1L hive for what Thave felt is nothing to 

ce what Sin deſerves Thus tho he groan' d, 
he did not repine, nor allow himſelf under 
his dore Afflictzon, to expreſs the leaſt Rebel- 
lion. Not my Mill, but thine be done, were 
Words frequently uttered by him, and with 
ſuch patient Meekneſs, as ſne w d his real Con- 
"Fortnity ro CRRISr. We find in Scripture, 
- [that even goed Men have too precipitantly 
- wild for Death, and been” impatient of 


grievous Troubles; or, when, under unjuſt 
Cenfure: 8, true] and bitret — for 


the 


Pains) He was a prime Favoutite oh He 


} hendük 


Life, when overwhelm d with 4 Variety of 
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ays have been conſumed: with jy Wing 


ful i Servants of God in all Generations, 
Me. Robinſon was not exempt from theſe 


Kinds of Suffering, nor inſenſible under 


them. . But tho he long d to be at Reſt, he 


was willing to wait God's Time, and hum- 
bly to ſubmit to whatever he ſhould farther 
ee fit to lay upon him, before he gave him 
his Releaſe. Hence, he often pray d that 
his Faith and Patience might not fail. Nor 
did they fail, being abundantly ſupplied 
from that Fo Ws of Laff, dy 15 w 


Gop. 


_ His ' ſtiritual Romende were in Propor- 
tion to his great Piety, and eminent Vir- 
tues. They are but few who attain to that 
unaſſaulted Height of the Aſſurance of Faith, 
which this Man of God was privileged 
with. He often told his Friends, and that 
after ſolemn Reviews of his Frame and 
State, that his Covenant with God ſtood 
firm, and all was well. within. He was 
not only not deſtitute of ſpiritual Comfort, 
but frequently felt a glorified Joy. A wor- 
thy Miniſter, who viſited him a few Days 


before he was taken ſpeechleſs, gave me the 
following Account of ſome Part of their 


Converſation. | I found him in a moſt 


— heavenly Frame, The Grace. that was in 
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the b Diſcharge of. their Duty thats 
|; which was. t Caſe of the Prophet Ferge- 
mah, and: is. the common Lot of the faith- 


454 758 "as it Had dene alt ite Ting | 


him, he replied, Exceeding weak in Body, 
but as to the State of his Soul, he could fay : 
it was well with him, and that Matters had 
of a long Time been ſettled between God -- 
and him, upon a good and ſolid Foundatt © 
on. He declared again and again, that he 
had no Darkneſs, no not a Cloud fo inter- 
poſe between him and the chearful Light 
5 God's Countenance; that he Was full of 
Peace, and felt an in ward Joy that was un- 
ſpeakable. Upon his Friends ſaying, Sir, this 
is Heaven in the Beginnings of it; he anda 7 
ed, with Tears of Conſolation, It is Heaven! 
and if ſo much is to be enjoyed here, what 
ſhall we enjoy in the celeſtial Glory? -Speak- 
ing of the Uſe Gop' had made of bim in 
the Miniſtry, he ſaid, He had the Witneſs in 
himſelf, that from the Time of his firſt de- 
voting himſelf to his Lon n and MASTER 
Ixsus ChRIST, in that honourable and bleſ⸗ 
Ted Work, he had made it his Bufineſs to 
ſerve him faithfully, to that very Day. Re- 
AcQing on his great Weakneſs, and approach- 
ing Diſſolution, he ſaid, That as he found 
his Infirmities increaſing upon him, ſo he 
found his in ward Pleaſures,” from the Pro-—-— 
Tet of that Happineſs Which was before 
him, to grow in Proportion.” His Friend ob- 
ſerves, That all the Faculties of his Mind 
5 Ret as s Tprightly and vigorous, as if he 
8 4 3 "_—_ 


his Sickneſs. * Enquiting how it Was with F| 


\ 


LY 


| Fo Ard e 1 he — neunte 1 hare 
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* Tagen: Vouchſak ements wert the en 
ine Fruits of that Faith, from which a deep 

Conviction of our own: manifold Defects 

is inſeparable. He was very ſenſible that 

he could not - balance his Accounts with 


Go or ſtand before him in judgment, 


without an Intereſt in CHRIST 'S Righteouſ- 
neſs, Which he affectionately regarded ag 
the Foundation of all his Hopes. One that 
admird and honourd him much, putting 
him in Mind of the great Services he had 
done to the Cauſe of Religion, and thar 
Cod was not unrighteous, or unmerciful, to 
forget thoſe, N. PE. 

which: he had ſhewed towards his Name 
he returned this Anſwer, That he himſelf 
could not ſay, all was ell done, that he 
bad done, but he had to do with a merci- 
ful Gop, and knew. who ſaid, well done. 
The laſt Words he repeated, and was going 
on, till that Perſon obſerving how weak he 


Was, and yet with what Vehemence he ſpoke, 


prevented him in Words to this Effect; Sir, 
doubt not but you feel that gracious Sen- 
tence, Mell done, good and faithful Ser. 
want, enter into the Foy of your Lok, to 
take Flace already in your Conſcience; and 
it will ere long be pronounced in a more 
perfect "pins before the holy Angels, and 

5 e > op af. the 22 from the bliſsful 

| Thwone. 


and Labours of Love, 


3 


1 
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full Accompliſhment through the Merits of 
his dear Redeemer. When it was obſerved 
on that Occaſion, how inexcuſable weſhould 


be, who had nov only the Nord or Gor = 


do direct us in our Duty, and aſcertain our 

Reward, if faithful, but ſuch an Inſtance 
before us, as rendred the Objects of our 
Faith and Hope, in a Manner viſible, if we 
were not Followers of them, who through 
Faith and Patience did io apparently i 


— 


Appellation, to the Perſon that ſpake, 


in the Words of St. Paul, Be ye ſtedfaff, 

anmuveable, always abounding in the Work 

_ of the Lord, and I can aſſure you from my 
own Experience, founded on God's Promiſe, 


that your Labour ſball not be in ain in the 
Lond. Such T he gave, both liv- 
ing and dying, to the Truth and Excellen- 
bg of our holy Faith. 


Tux ſolemn 88 "RY gave his Chit. 


425 when taking his laſt Fare wel of his 


Family, is worthy to be recorded as an Ex- 
ample to others. You are, ſays he, to 
© my certain Knowledge, the Children 


„ of the Covenant, for four or five Gene- 
c.. xations. Do not ſuffer the Entail to be 


< etit off. It would be a great Surprize to 
ec me, (if Heaven could admit of ſuch 2 
Thing) to find at 0 have lofs-your 


2527 F 12 | ac * f 


Thöne. To this he replied; Thar he di 
feel it to take Place, and was aſſured of 'its . 


zt the Promiſes; he applied, * an en- 


J 


\y/ 


KN. 


2 Way. thither. I devoted you to God i in, 
« Baptiſm, when Infants; and you have 


< confirmed it by your publick and ſolemn 
ce * Engagements to him at ihe Lord's 7. 9 
Remember, the Vows of God are upon 


. you. If you forſake him, you contract 


ce double Gui 


lt, and muſt expect a heavier 


oo Doom and Puniſhment. Io his young- 


eſt Child, with the ſame fatherly Affection 


and Concern, he recommended the Words 


of dying David, to: Solomon, Know .thou 
the God of thy Father, and ſerve him with 
a. perfect Heart, and with a willing Mind: 


Far the Lord tarcherh all —— and un · 


derſtandeth all the In 


inations of the 


1 ez ft Words. * Was 3 to 2 
in this holy Strain, were thoſe of Simeon, 
when he had his Saviour in his Arms, which 


he uſcd by way of chearful, and triumphant | 


commending his departing Soul to God; 
New, Lord, A lettef thou thy Servant depart 
in Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy al 


vation: And ads ina E yes 4 re ho 12 


e 


ArrER this Manner. he Gros. many * 


weary Days, and painful Nights, continual- 
ly xcjoicing in God, and doing all the Good 
he could, till at length bis * pre- 


1 1 , N 2 * valed 


127 rd 227 thou, eek him, be will be 


* 
2 22. — rern 2 


valled over what Was Apr 404 conque- 


rable in jag His _— was long, bur it 


was re \ and" more recious than of 
of Gold, the on T 


J Ho. 
nor, and lee, 4 the appeari f Jesvs 
= Ah on 
| Thurſday ; Apt il 3G 4 c one in the Morn- 
Wes Rod en 267 in 
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HUS ved and thus dj WW his tete 


ho for many Years was his faithful Cylleguę 
juſtly obſerves, We. have loſt out of our 
World (if 1 may eall it ſo) one whom; 
« truly, the World was not worthy of, and 

. whoſe Value will be beſt known by the 
«© Want of him, when the Time may come, 
that Mr. Rovmſon's $ Preſence, Integrity, 
4 accurate idgment, and undaunted Cou- 
rage, wi be call'd for, but cannot be 
. Tad.” His Death has made thoſe Wounds 
« in his own Family, which notic but God 
can heal. His People have loft a moſt ac- 


«© complifth'd, and moſt faithful Miniſter of 


he God $ Word, a Workman that needed not 
to be aſhamed; and ſhall know that they 
bad a Prophet amongſt them. The Poor 


“% have loſt a Patron, the Widow: an Ad- 


« vocate, the Orphan' a Father; the Toun 
a Guide, the ſich and dying Chriſtian, a 


e tender Friend; and the obſtinate Sinner a 
Bo Haithful . 


E 


Man, concerning whom, à valuable Perſon; 


RE Bur 


yr 


— 
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Bur dts Taba. > 8 us 55 our Eyes 
ſhall ſee him no more; nor ſhall we be in- 
ſtructed; or charm d any more with his 


3 Voice. Let us never Joe che fuer Re- 


meinbrance of him. Thel great Cauſe to 

which he was attachd, and in which he la- 

Hbourd with Wuarchfulneſs and Conſtancy, 

ſtill ſurvives. Let us therefore be Follow- 

ers of him, as he was of CuRIST. Let us 

. aſfendech with our Laſs, and the Lifs of 
the (hurab of GO. All. obſtinate: — Hg 

lieving Grief, this Occaſion Sanately for- Ft + ih, 


„ bias, for, he is with:the Lorp dt it be- 


— 


comes us ſo to reſent our own. Loſs, as 
thereby to be induc d to reflect upon our 
Sins, leſt our Indolence and Security pro- 
voke Gop not to ſtay his Hand, but to re- 
move other great nen of his Only 
from us. B A 
7 1 Sada ba oi whale, wich the 
Words of a . moſt worthy Miniſter of 
.CHR1sr *, (the Continuance of whoſe Life 
and Labours, the preſent Neceſſities of the 
Church of God among us, do greatly re- 
85 quire, and all good People ardently with | 
for) delivered in a Tueſday's Lecture at 
Salter's- Hall, ſoon after' Mr. Ropinson's 
Death, and in which his Chain is ſum- 


” * 
4 r 
* = 4 * 


— 


— 


* The Reverend Mr, Img. 


t94) 


med up. On that Occaſion, exhorting his 
Hearers to pray to tbe Lonn of the Harvift, 
&c. He had the follow ing Expreſſions, 
% Have we not lately loſt: ſeveral faithful 
<. Labourers: in this Goſpel. Harveſt ;and 
* ſome that uſed» to Labour in this Place 
< On ſuch Occaſions as theſe? Lam ſure 
tee have very lately loſt ON E, that as 
«; eminently diligent, -Skilful, and faithful; 
% who, by the Depth of his Thoughts, 
te Strength of his Judgment, Serioũiſneis of 
«. Spirit, lively Affections, a grave and moſt 
9 Expreſſion, and exemplary Life, 
4 greatly honour'd Cunrsr, and — 
6, How did he, when ſenſibly dying, tri- 
« umph over Death in this Pulpit, in thoſt 
< heavenly Diſcourſes he preach d upon that 
4 Secripture, the * Enemy that ſball be 
| ” Aeſtrayed is Death? Nor was it only a 
“ Pulpit Flouriſh: He continued. thus to 
< triumph in Chriſt Jeſus, as long as his 
% Apprehenſion and Speech laſted. Thus 
< he honour'd Gop living and dying. For 
my Part, I can ſay without Flattery, I ſel- 
e dom heard him preach, but I went away 
mw blefling „and taking Shame to my- 
et ſelf. "Pray therefore to the Lord of the 
” « Harveſt, for. many Laboubers SR hardly 
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us; with an Addreſs to Diſſenting 


bau © ws . on. 


EE general Corruptions and De- 
n Bl fection of the preſent Times, as 

o Matters of Religion ; uith 0- 
= threatning Symptoms, &c. conſider d 
in a Diſcourſe preach'd at Newport-Pagnel, 


in the County of Bucks, July 14, 1714. 


before an Aſſociation of Miniſters ; Where 


in are laid down the Duties that are imme- 


diately incumbent upon Chriſtians, with re- 
ſpect to the preſent ys of Religion among 
Miniſters 
containing 4 brief Vindication of Proteſtant 
Dzfenters from the Charge of Schiſm, oc- 
caſion d by the B1LL: 1 eee rhe 
e, of Schiſm. 


II. Rexanxs on Dr. BenTLY's Sermon 
upon Pop ERr, preach'd before the Univer- 


Wet Cambridge, Nov. 5, 1715. 


UI. The Conſpiracies of evil. deſgning Alen 


S the real Intereſts of CHRIST'S King- 


om, &c. and their Diſappointments, A 
Sermon preach'd at FOUNDER's-H ALL, 
Nov. 5. 1717, containing bricf Remarks on 


ſome Paſſages in Dr. 8 NAPE'S Vindicati- 
on, Ge. br Of 
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